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(Continued from p. 210.) 
GOVERNOR BRADFORD. 


HE infant colony of Plym- 

outh, after the decease of 
their first Governor, the worthy 
Mr. Carver, in the spring of 
the year 1621, unanimously, 
elected Mr. William Bradford 
to be their chief Magistrate. 
The reflection often occurs to 
every attentive reader of histo- 
ry, that God, in his infinite wis- 
dom, always provides illustrious 
characters, endued with all re- 
quisite qualifications, for the 
performance of the extraordi- 
nary services, which, in his holy 
providence, he designs to ac- 
complish. This thought is 
forcibly illustrated in the char- 
acters of Julius Cesar, Colum- 
bus, Luther, Washington, as 
well as in most of the eminent 
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actors in human affairs. In 
the character of the man whose 
life is now to be given, though 
his sphere of action was less ex- 
extensive than that of most of the 
heroes of history, we. discover, 
no less clearly, the special ope- 
rations of Divine Providence, in 
providing those peculiar qualifi- 
cations which were necessary to 
the discharge of the important 
duties which he was called to 
perform. And as evcry mind 
enlightened with revealed truth, 
will contemplate all human 
characters as acting in connec- 
tion with the interests of the 
church of God, many of the 
fathers of New-England will be 
considered as occupying more 
important places, than many of 
the long-labored subjects of his- 
toric eulogy. The conquerors 
of the world have aided the in- 
terests of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom by destroying its enemies, 
but its humble, faithful friends 
have ever stood as pillars in the 
temple of God. 

Mr, Bradford may be said te 

Gg 











































































242 Historical View. 


have been the most eminent in- 
strument in the providence of 
God, of establishing and pre- 
serving the first colony of New- 
England, and the first church 
of the United States. He was 
a native of Yorkshire in Eng- 
land, born in the year 1588. In 
that part of England, the peo- 
ple were, at that time, exceed- 
ingly destitute of religious in- 
struction, and the scriptures 
were scarcely known amony 
them. Just emerging from the 
darkness of Romish imposture, 
the practical effects of the Re- 
formation had scarcely begun 
to eppear. Mr. Bradford de- 
scended from a respectable an- 
cestry, who had long been em- 
ployed in the business of hus- 
bandry. He enjoyed a compe- 
tent inheritance from his par- 
ents, which, in consequence of 
their death, fell to him in his 
childhood. The care of his 
education devolved upon his 
grand-parents ; and, after their 
death upon his uncles. Atan 
early age, a long and severe 
sickness had the effect of turn- 
ing his mind to the truths of 
religion. At the age of twelve 
years, by a divine blessing on 
acareful reading of the scrip- 
tures, his mind became deeply 
impressed with the reality of 
divine things, and, under the 
faithful ministry of the pi- 
ous Mr. Clifton, became, ap- 
parently, a subject of divine 
grace. At this time, he formed 
a connection with a number of 
pious people who were called 
Professors. These were Puritans, 
who found the ordinary forms 
of the religious establishment 
unsatisfying to an ardent piety, 
who held private meetings for 
religious worship and improve- 
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ment, but were the subjects of 
strong popular odium. Nat- 
urally of a studious turn, Mr. 
Bradford, in his youth, applied 
himself to a serious investi- 
gation of the order and prac. 
tices of the religious establish. 
ment, carefully comparing jis 
various ordinances with the 
word of God. From a delibe- 
rate and prayerful attention to 
this subject, he became convin- 
ced of his duty to separate from 
the established church, that he 
might perform the duties of 
religion, unembarrassed with 
ordinances of human invention. 
Having taken a deliberate reso- 
lution to this effect, he soon 
found that it met with the de- 
cided disapprobation of his 
friends, particularly of his un- 
cles, from whom he received 
severe and angry reproaches.— 
To these he made the following 
temperate reply : “ Were f 
like to endanger my life, or 
consume my estate by any un- 
golly courses, your counsels to 
me were very seasonable. But 
you know that I have been dili- 
gent and provident in my cal- 
ling, and desirous not only to 
augment what I have, but to 
enjoy it in your company ; to 
part from which, will be as 
great a cross as can befall me. 
Nevertheless, to keep a good 
conscience, and walk in sucha 
way as God has prescribed in 
his word is a thing which | must 
prefer before you all, and above 
life itself. Wherefore, since it 
is for a good cause that lam 
like to suffer the disasters which 
you lay before me, you have 
no cause to be either angry 
with me, or sorry for me. Yea; 
I am willing, not only, to part 





with every thing dear to me in 
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this world for this cause, but I 
am thankful that God has given 
me an heart so to do, and will 
accept me so to suffer for him.” 
He now saw that he was clearly 
addressed in the providence of 
God, Get thee out of thy country, 
ard from thy kindred, and from 
thy father’s house, unto a land 
that LI will shew thee -—And I 
welt bless thee—and thou shalt 
bea blessing. 

At the age of eighteen years, 
Mr. Bradford left the place of 
his nativity, and, connecting 
himself with the people of Mr. 
Robinson’s congregation, was 
one of the first company who 
endured so many sufferings and 
disasters in getting to Holland, 
in the year 1607. He there 
served as an apprentice toa silk 
manufacturer, till he became of 
age. He then converted his 
estate in England into money, 
and continued in the same 
employment. Being, however, 
more fond of study than busi- 
ness, and improving every op- 
portunity to increase his stock 
of science end general inform- 
ation, his employment was not 
attended with great success.— 
The facilities for obtaining ex- 
tensive learning, in the city of 
Leyden, were many, and they 
were much improved by Mr. 
Bradford. He spoke the Dutch 
and French languages with ease, 
in the Latin and Greek, he was 
well skilled, but paid more par- 
ticular attention to the Hebrew. 
He often observed, “I would 
see with my own eyes the an- 
cient oracles of God, in their 
Native beauty.” 

At the time of the project- 
ed removal of Mr. Robinson’s 
congregation to America, Mr. 
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in the important enterprise. He 
was one of the first company 
of emigrants, whe arrived on 
the American coast in Novem- 
ber, 1620. Inthe political com- 
pact which was formed on their 
arrival, Mr. Carver is the first 
subscriber, and Mr. Bradford is 
the second. At the time of the 
landing of the Planters at Plym- 
outh, the wife of Mr. Bradford, 
to whom he was tenderly at- 
tached, fell from the vessel and 
was drowned in the harbour.— 
In the distressing sickness with 
which the plantation was afllict- 
ed, the first winter, Mr. Brad- 
ford was a sufferer. This dis- 
ease was long and severe, and 
he was not recovered at the 
death of Mr. Carver, in April. 
He was then, however, by the 
unanimous suffrage of the peo- 
ple, elected their governor ; and 
he retained their undiminished 
confidence till his death. 

As he recovered his health, 
and began to contemplate the 
weight of cares devolving upon 
him, the innumerable difficulties 
with which he must contend, 
the arduous labors that were be- 
fore him, the many dangers in 
which he must be involved ; 
had he not possessed a constan- 
cy of mind equal to the greatest 
patriots, a wisdom and prudence 
seldom equalled, a resource in 
difficulties adequate to every 
emergency, a humble reliance 
on God, steady as his promises, 
he must have sunk under the 
overwhelming prospect. He 
was the chief magistrate of a 
feeble people surrounded with 
many enemies ; he was the 
leader of a colony in an unin- 
habited wilderness without any 
prospect of support from the 
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father of a family possessed of 
the most scanty supplies, by in- 
numerable losses almost wholly 
dispirited. But hc had that 
hope which casts anchor within 
the veil, a hold which never yet 
was broken. 

In the early part of his admin- 
istration, Gov. Bradford took 
effectual measures to secure the 
friendship of the natives, in the 
vicinity of the colony, and suc- 
ceeded, ina remarkable manner, 
in securing their confidence.— 
Another measure of great im- 
portance to the colony, he un- 
dertook to accomplish, which 
required the exercise of all his 
skill and authority. The plan- 
tation was commenced on the 
principle of a community of 
property. The Governor soon 
perceived the evils of this state 
of things, and notwithstanding 
the strong attachments to sucha 
course which was felt by many, 
and the insidious insinuations 
which must necessarily fall upon 
any one that would advocate a 
division of acommon property, 
he firmly prosecuted the meas- 
ure and effected a division to 
such an extentas was thought 
expedient. In the year 1627, a 
further distribution of the lands 
and the small property of the 
colony, was made among the 
planters. 

For several years afier the 
commencement of the settle- 
ment, the people suffered preat- 
ly for want of the necessaries of 
life. Gov. Bradford cheerfully 
submitted to an equal share of 
privations and labor, living, sev- 
eral times, some weeks in suc- 
cession, without any bread ; la- 
boring, in the fields, at the build- 
ings, at the fortifications, taking 
partin the watchings which were 
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often maintained for a security 
against a surprise from insidi- 
ous enemies. When any came 
to him to complain of their suf- 
ferings, the readiness which he 
manifested tu be an equal sharer 
in all necessary privations, his 
dignified composure in the 
greatest dangers, his cheerful 
serenity in the darkest times, his 
uniform reliance on that God 
who had planted them in a land 
not sown, quieted, if they could 
not relieve every mind. Andin 
these times of distress, all that 
could be effected by the most ac- 
tive exertions, by persevering 
labor or daring enterprise, by 
the most watchful prudence or 
sagacious forethought, was done 
by their worthy governor, to 
preserve the existence of the 
colony and to relieve the distres- 
ses of the people. Without his 
vigilance and exertions, it would 
seem that this infant colony, like 
several plantations which had 
been commenced at the south- 
ward, would have been broken 
up, and for a long period, all 
attempts for the settlement of 
New-England must have been 
discouraged. But he was pre- 
pared for the work appointed 
for him to perform. 

The early character and cir- 
cumstances of the Plymouth 
settlement were such, that it 
would seem no person could have 
been theirenemy. They were 
weak and few, struggling with 
every difficulty, their pros- 
pects very unpromising, on a 
bleak and barren shore, surroun- 
ded with a multitude of savages, 
and eminently distinguished for 
the virtues of integrity, justices 
and charity. But for the same 
reason that the faithful witnesses 
of old had trials of cruel mocking®, 
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and were subjected to innumera- 
ble sufferings, these humble ser- 
vants of God could not escape 
the insidious designs of malig- 
nant enemies. Many of their 
savage neighbors even viewed 
them with an eye of hostility, 
waiting a favorable opportunity 
to exterminate the colony. But 
these were not the most danger- 
ous foes. The religious order 
of the church and colony of 
Plymouth were entirely differ- 
ent from the determined senti- 
ments of the civil and ecclesias- 
tical government of England. 
They were therefore constantly 
watched with a jealous eye.— 
Their small consequence in the 
estimation of the English hier- 
archy, seems to have been the 
great reason, under the favor 
of Heaven, that they were, to 
such a degree, left unmolested. 
Some vicious characters who 
came from the mother country, 
hoping to obtain a consequence 
in a new plantation which they 
could never reach in their native 
land, found themselves rejected 
by the church of Plymouth, 
and could obtain no encourage- 
ment from the government of 
the colony. Some of these re- 
turned to England and propaga- 
ted with malignant zeal, the most 
malicious calumnies against the 
new plantation. To counteract 
the effect of these slanderous 
accusations, required all the 
skill, all the address and fidelity 
of the governor. The Engiish 
government declared that Mr. 
Robinson professed in his Apol- 
ogy, that they accorded with 
the reformed churches on the 
continent. They were accused 
of substantial deviations from 
those principles. Gov. Bradford, 
ma very eble memorial, clearly 
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showed that they agreed with the 
Reformed churches in the es- 
sential particulars of faith and 
practice, that they were not 
Brownists, and that they did not 
disown the Church of England 
as achurch of Christ. These 
efforts of the governor, support- 
edby the known purity of his 
character, proved successful. 

In the first year of Gov. Brad- 
ford’s administration, the Narra- 
ganset Indians, a very powerful 
tribe sent hima very angry mes- 
sage, threatening to make war 
upon thecolony. The Govern- 
or sent them an answer, “ If 
they loved war rather than peace 
they might begin when they 
would ; the colony had done 
them no wrong, and did not 
fear them, nor should they find 
them unprovided.” By this well 
timed decision, the enemy were 
prevented from the execution of 
their hostile attempts. 

In the year 1635, Mr. Edward 
Winslow was chosen the gov- 
ernor of the colony ; being so- 
licited by Gov. Bradford to ac- 
cept of the office. Mr. Winslow 
was also called tothe same trust 
in 1636, and 1644. In 1634, 
Mr. Thomas Prince was elected 
to the same office. In all of 
those years, Mr. Bradford stands 
first among the Assistants. He 
held the office of governor, him- 
self every other year, from 
1621, to 1657, the year of his 
death. Such an instance of the 
steadiness of a popular annual 
election, in a new settlement, 
founded in principles of the 
purest equality, unsupported by 
any established usages, while it 
stands asaproligy in popular 
governments, declares more for 
the character of the individual, 
than can be done by all the ele- 
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quence of history exhausted in 
eulogy. 

In the latter period of the life 
of Gov. Bradford, we find an in- 
stance of disinterestedness, not 
exceeded in the character of A- 
ristides, Cincinnatus, or Publico- 
la. The Patent of the Colony 
was made out in his name, “ To 
William Bradford, his Heirs, 
Associates, and Assigns.” With 
such an authority, he possessed 


every opportunity which a self- | 


ish heart could desire. But 
when the freemen became nu- 
merous, and several new towns 
were established, the General 
Court desired Mr. Bradford to 
transfer the patent, with all its 
privileges, to them and their 
successors. With their request, 
he cheerfully complied, confirm- 
ing the act with a legal instru- 
ment, without any consideration. 
Notwithstanding his disinterest- 
edness,and his longemployment 
in the public service, and though 
he spent the most of his pater- 
nal estate for the support of the 
colony, he was much prospered 
in his individual circumstances, 
and left a good estate to his pos- 
terity. 

In the latter part of his life, 
Gov. Bradford devoted much of 
his time to study, in which he 
arrived to very profitable attain- 
ments. He left several histori- 
cal pieces, which, judging from 
those parts which remain, must 
have been very valuable ; but 
the most of them are unfor- 
tunately lost. His favorite stu- 
dy was Theology, in which he 
made great proficiency. He 
was well versed in the religious 
controversies of his time, and 
was an able advocate for truth. 

In his Christian character, 
Mr. Bradford was no less dis- 
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tinguished than as a Magistrate 
and the founder of a prosperous 
colony. In early life, he be- 
came a subject of sanctifying 
grace. His religious sentiments 
were formed on mature reflec. 
tion, and acareful examination 
of the holy scriptures as the on- 
ly standard of truth. His opin- 
ions on gospel doctrines, and the 
order and discipline of the Chris. 
tian church, were such as have 
been generally muintained by 
the New-England churches— 
During the long destitute state 
of the Plymouth church,the wis- 
dom and stedfastness of Gov. 
Bradford were eminently instru- 
mental in preserving them !rom 
disorder, and from a departure 
from the truth. He often as- 
sisted in the duties of divine 
worship, ip pubiic, as well as in 
a more private manner, when 
deprived of the lebors of a min- 
ister. He was a faiihful obser- 
ver of the private duties of the 
Christian character; constant in 
the services of religion ; grave 
and humble in his ceportment ; 
yet cheerful and singularly uni- 
form. No changes diverted him 
from the path of duty ; no dis- 
appointments shook his confi- 
dence in God. His attainments 
in grace were eminent. For 
several months preceding his 
death, he was in a weak and de- 
clining state, from which he was 
convinced he should not recover. 
As he grew worse, contempla- 
ting, on a certain night, the 
character and truths of the Re- 
deemer, his soul was filled with 
extatic joy, longing to be with 
Christ. He informed his friends, 
the next morning, that the good 
Spirit of God had given him the 
first fruits of his eternal glory. 
His work on earth was done, his 
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soul was allied to the church in 
heaven. The day following, 
May 9th, 1657,in the 69th year 
of his age, he slept with his 
fathers. 

There is no character among 
the fathers of New-England, 
transmitted to us as more unex- 
ceptionable, than that of Gov. 
Bradford. For thirty-six years, 
he was the pillar of the Plym- 
outh Colony. His patriotism 
was ardent and incorruptible, 
without haug htiness or self-inter- 
est. His wisdom was practical, 
enlightened by science and gui- 
ded by accurate observation. 
His care embraced all objects 
within the compass of his duty, 
and his attention escaped none. 
His firmness was above tl:e 
reach of casualty or craft. His 
demeanor always inspired confi- 
dence, and he could ever com- 
mand the minds of men. The 
virtues of his private life were 
no less conspicuous than those 
of his public character. For 
these no less than for his public 
services he was always beloved. 
He possessed a perfect com- 
mand of himself. We find no 
record of any hasty or rash 
measure in his conduct, or of 
any passionate speech to have 
fallen from him. Asa Chris- 
tian, he was meek and faithful, 
and now rests in the inheritance 
of the just.* 

The illustrious coadjutors of 
Gov. Bradford, who united with 
him in laying the foundation of 
the Plymeuth Colony, and sup- 
porting through the first age 
the work which they had reared, 
richly deserve the tribute of his- 


* A_Chain which was brought 
from England by Mr. Bradford, is 
still preserved and used at Plym- 
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toric memorial. Gov. Winslow 
was their faithful and successful 
agent in all foreign embassies ; 
to the Indian tribes, and to the 
parent country. Gov. Prince 
was a judicious statesman, an 
upright magistrate, and a val- 
uable historian. Capt. Standish 
was their undaunted hero, who 
led all their military expeditions, 
not less skilled in conduct than 
vigorous in action. Their wor- 
thy elder the Rev. Mr. Brew- 
ster, who, through modesty, 
declined the pastoral office, dis- 
tinguished for his learning and 
piety, performed the ministe- 
rial duties for many years to 
great acceptance, ever enjoy- 
ing the confidence and the at- 
tachment of the people, and 
rested from his labors in a good 
old age. Though it would be 
highly pleasing to have a nearer 
view of these eminent fathers, 
equally illustrious for vigor of 
mind, for Christian piety, and 
eminent usefulness, in our pre- 
sent historic sketch, they must 
be passed with the bare men- 
tion of their names, and the 
willing tribute of grateful re- 
membrance. 


GOVERNOR ENDICOT. 


Mr. Endicot was a native of 
Dorsetshire in the west of Eng- 
land, born about the year 1595.* 
The Rev. Mr. White, the great 
promoter of the Massachusetts 
settlement, belonged to Dor- 
chester the shire town of that 
county. From that town and 
its vicinity, came many of the 
principal planters of that colo- 
ny. Mr. Endicot was one of the 
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original Patantees, who, in the 
year 1628, made a_ purchase 
from the Council of Plymouth, 
of that tract of country which 
now constitutes the principal 

rt of the state of Massachu- 
setts. In the summer of that 
year, the proprietors sent over 
Mr. Endicot with about an hun- 
dred planters to commence a 
settlement. He landed at Sa- 
lem, and laid the foundation of 
the rising colony. Mr. Endi- 
cot had the sole management, 
and was constituted the gover- 
nor of the new plantation. Sit- 
uated in an extensive wilderness, 
with the care of such a number 
of adventurers wholy unused to 
the nature of a new country, 
vast was the burden which lay 
upon him. But his resolution, 
his perseverance, his zeal for 
the church of Christ, in the 
cause of which he was primari- 
ly engaged, were equal to every 
difficulty. 

Various had been the pro- 
jects for the settlement of 
New-England for the sake of 
gain. All these had failed.— 
The company ‘which had now 
undertaken to accomplish the 
same object, had for their chief 
design the formation of a set- 
tlement on the principles of 
religion. They resolved on a 
noble effort for the erection of 
a Christian commonwealth ; in 
which, the churches should be 
established on the pure princi- 
ples of gospel order, and the 
civil constitution be regulated by 
the great precepts of the word 
of God. To commence the 
operations of this arduous work, 
perhaps, no person could have 
been more fortunately selected 
than Gov. Endicot. He fully 
possessed the object of the pro- 
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prietors, for its accomplishment 
no one was more ardent than 
himself, while he fully realized 
the difficulties which must, ne- 
cessarily, be encountered. 
Though sanguine in his hopes, 
he ever knew his own weak. 
ness, he knew that “he was en- 
gaged in the cause of God, 
and that all help must come 
from him. He had, indeed, a 
strong confidence that the di- 
vine Saviour would do great 
things for his church in this 
land, but he was ever mindful 
that it would be done in sucha 
way that himself and not his in. 
struments would have the praise. 

By the great exertions of Mr. 
Endicot, by his influence and 
example, the company of plan- 
ters, though they arrived late in 
the season, made a comfortable 
provision for their accommoda- 
tion in the ensuing winter. It 
does not appear that they endu- 
red any severe sufferings. from 
privations or sickness. Divine 
worship was maintained for the 
first year by the care and efforts 
of Mr. Endicot, though the 
company were but partially sup- 
plied with gospel ministrations. 
In this time, the governor was 
careful. to cultivate an inter- 
course with the infant settle- 
ment at Plymouth, and having 
become acquainted with their 
ecclesiastical order, he cordially 
approved of their system, and 
united with themin Christian 
fellowship. For much impor- 
tant information and assistance 
he was indebted to Gov. Brad- 
ford and the people of Plym- 
outh. 

In the summer of 1629, the 
new scttlement received an ac- 
cession of about three hundred 
planters from England. With 
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these came those two eminent 
divines, Mr. Higginson and 
Mr. Skelton. They met with 
a most cordial reception from 
Mr. Endicot, to whom they 
brought a commission of con- 
tinuance in his government. 
Soon after the arrival of this se- 
cond company, the governor 
and the ministers proceeded to 
the formation of a Christian 
church. This was done, in the 
month of August, with the most 
joyful solemnity. 

The calamities of the ensuing 
winter and spring, in which the 
people suffered, in a severe sea- 
son, the want of comfortable 
habitations, with a great scarcity 
of provisions, which brought on 
a most desolating sickness, re- 
quired the exertion of all the 
wisdom and firmness of the gov- 
ernor. By his unremittedatten- 
tion to the wants of the sufferers, 
by his constant vigilance to se- 
cure and promote the true inter- 
ests of the colony, especially by 
his unshaken confidence in Ged, 
he preserved his people from 
sinking under accumulated evils, 
and inspired them with a hum- 
ble reliance on Him who was 
with the church in the wilderness. 
In June, 1630, the vessels be- 
gan toarrive with the nume- 
rous company of adventurers 
which established the Massa- 
chusetts colony. Mr. Win- 
throp now became the gover- 
nor of the colony, having been 
appointed by the proprietors in 
England, and Mr. Endicot was 
one of the Assistants. Hecon- 
tinued in the place of assistant 
for several years, and was one 
of the most active, vigilant, and 
influential magistrates in the 
colony. He was even at the 
head of the Salem settlement, 
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which, as it was the oldest, was 
one of the most respectable 
towns in the plantation. 

In the year 1654, Mr. Endi- 
cot, in the capacity of a ma- 
gistrate, caused the sign of the 
cross to be cut out of the king’s 
colors, which were used as the 
public flag at Salem. He in- 
sisted that this was a relic of an- 
cient superstition, that it was 
derived from the exploded insti- 
tutions of popery, and ought to 
be discarded. He claimed not 
that it was an evil in itself, but 
as an appendage of Romish su- 
perstition which all good men 
in the nation, and, especially, 
the Puritans, were endeavor- 
ing to exterminate, it ought not 
to be a devise of the public en- 
sign. He felt authorized to do 
this by the example of King 
Hezekiah, in destroying the bra- 
zen serpent which had been set 
up by Moses. The brazen ser- 
pent was in itself no evil. Yet, 
in the days of Hezekiah, it had 
been prostituted to the purposes 
of idolatry. He therefore wise- 
ly caused itto be destroyed. 
The greater part of the corrup- 
tions of popery had risen from 
the abuse of things, in them- 
selves harmless. When we 
consider the danger which was 
then reasonably apprehended of 
the re-establishment of popery ; 
when we consider the great in- 
fluence of sensible objects on 
the minds of men, the intimate 
connection between the use of 
sensible objects and the senti- 
ments with which such objects 
have been connected ; when we 
consider the great difficulty 
which had been found to eradi- 
cate the attachment of the hu- 
man mind from the pompous 
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tion, for which all good men 
had labored for a century, we 
shall find sufficient reason to jus- 
tify the conduct, and to admire 
the firmness of Mr. Endicot in 
this decisive measure. When 
Constantine erected the cross 
above the imperial banner, it 
was done from the best motives, 
and was attended with the most 
beneficial effects. But when 
the same sign had become an 
object of adoration and worship, 
instead of the blessed person 
whom it bore, Luther, Zuing- 
lius, Calvin, Beza, Cranmer, 
with all the venerable witnesses 
of their time, contended for its 
removal from the place of wor- 
ship. For the same reason that 
we revere their conduct, we 
shall justify that of Mr. Endi- 
cot. He was, however, pub- 
licly censured by the General 
Court for this transaction, and, 
for one year, excluded from the 
magistracy. But this was done 
for the most obvious reasons: 
that the government at home 
might take no offence against 
the colony. Still Mr. Endicov’s 
opinion prevailed; the soldiers 
refused to serve under a stan- 
dard having the ficure of a 
eross, and by common consent 
it was universally laid «side. 

In the year 1641, Mr. Endi- 
cot was elected deputy governor 
of the colony. He held the 
same office for the two following 
years. In 1644, he was chosen 
governor, Mr. Winthrop being 
the deputy. At the death of 
the venerable Gov. Winthrop, 
in 1649, Mr. Endicot was cho- 
sen governor, and was re-elec- 
ted to the same office every vear, 
except one, till his death in 
1665. He was goyernor of the 
colony for sixteen years ; a lon- 
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ger term than that office has 
been held by any other man. 
He also held the office of com- 
mander in chief of the militia, 
and Commissioner of the Uni. 
ted Colonies. In 1636, he com. 
manded an important expedi- 
tion against the Pequod Indians, 
I am inclined to believe that no 
man has ever lived in Massachu- 
setts who has held such anum- 





ber of important offices, for so 
| long a period, with such adegree 
of popuiarity,as Mr. Endicot. In 
ithe latter part of his life there 
|were attempts by the British 
| court to remove him from the 
chair of government. Few men 
could be found whose sentiments 
and characters were more averse 
to the arbitrary principles andthe 
dissolute gaiety of the court of 
Charles Il. than Mr. Endicot. 
Their wish that he might be re- 
moved from the chief magistra- 
cy, was duly signified to the col- 
ony. These efforts, however, 
were unsuccessful; the attach- 
ment and confidence of the peo- 
ple, which he had long posses- 
sed, continued to increase to the 
end of his life. For some of 
the latter years of his life he 
lived in Boston, where he died, 
greatly lamented, in March, 
1665. 

As a magistrate, Mr. Endicot 
was upright and inflexible. 
Against vice, and all innova- 
tions, incensistent with the prin- 
ciples of the colony, he was 
resolute and severe. In all pop- 
ular commotions he was inde- 
pendent and undaunted. He 
never lost sirht of the great ob- 
ject for which the colony was 
planted; the advancement of 
the pure religion of Christ Je- 
sus. Every. deviation from 
original principles,every change 














or relaxation, which he judged 
inconsistent with the great ob- 
ject, he opposed with unshaken 
perseverance. To any attempts 
to change the order of the chur- 
ches, or introduce any relaxa- 
tion of discipline ; to any pro- 
posal to change the fundamen- 
tal laws of the colony, or re- 
duce the tone of public morals, 
he gave no indulgence. His 
course was fixed when he first 
took the charge of the infant 
seitiement., and he pursued it 
with undaunted step till the end 
of his days. His persevering 
resolution, in the important sta- 
tions which he held, for thirty- 
seven years, had a_ powertul 
tendency to cement those admi- 
rable institutions which were 
devised by him and his great 
compatriots, of which their pos- 
terity now enjoy the inestima- 
ble benefits. 

Mr. tndicot had a very great 
desire to see a Chrisiian church 
in an entire conformity to the 
gospel standard. He appears 
to have had no prepossession 
for any particular church order, 
but such as the ;ospel furnishes. 
And he believed the principles 
of the New-Enegland churches 
to be more conformabie to that 
system, than any other that he 
had known. And though con- 
vinced that, by the purest zeal 
and the utmost exeriions, this 
object could never be entirely 
realized in the present imper- 
fect state of the church, he felt 
it to be the duty of all Chris- 
tians to labor for the greatest 
approximation to the perfect 
rule. 

As a Christian, Mr. Endicot 
was faithful and eminently la- 
borious in the service of his 
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Lord. The honor of his name, 
and the interests of the Church, 
were objects, at all times, near- 
est his heart ; to the advance- 
ment of which his life and la- 
bors were eminently devoted. 
His natural ardor sometimes led 
him into indiscretions, but those 
who best knew him, knew that 
his zeal was a zeal for the Re- 
deemer. He is justly consider- 
ed the founder of that noble 
commonwealth ;, and though 
the talents and virtues of Wii- 
throp were necessary to com- 
plete the fabric, the first stones 
were laid by the faithful, inde- 
fatigable Endicot. 
O. 


{ Zo be continued.) 
at 3 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER, 


HE Sacramentof the Lord’s 

Supper has frequently been 
made the subject of long and 
labored controversy and con- 
tention. There are also many 
very excellent treatises on the 
practical and experimental uses 
ofthis holy institution ; but most, 
if not all, of those valuable vol- 
umes, are perhaps rather too 
diffuse and elaborate for the gen- 
erality of Christians. 

I have often thought that a 
short sketch of what seems most 
essential respecting this divine 
ordinance, would be helpful to 
the devout communicant. With 
this view I have written the fol- 
lowing brief outline ; and if you 
deem it sufficiently correct for 
the Christian Observer, its inser- 
tion may prove acceptable to 
many of your readers, 
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A SUMMARY VIEW OF THE 
LORD’S SUPPER 


Ist. Its nature and design. 

The Lord Jesus Christ re- 
quires that Christians should 
in a solemn manner eat bread 
and drink wine in their reli- 
gious assemblies, as a commem- 
oration of his death—a token of 
their engagements to him—a 
pledge of the blessings of his 
covenant—and a sien of their 
mutual affection to each other, 

This holy ordinance is not 
merely a memorial of the Re- 
deemer in general, but is ex- 
pressly designed as a visible re- 
presentation of his death, par- 
ticularly as it was a sacrifice for 
sin: the broken bread being a 
lively emblem of his broken 
body ; 2nd the wine poured out, 
of the shedding of his blood 
We are led to consider the 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ 
as an atonement for sin by the 
very words of the institution of 
the Eucharist ; for, of the bread, 
our Lord says, * This is my bo- 
dy, which ts given for you ;” 
and of the wine, “ This is my 
blood of the new covenant. 
which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins.” VYhe wine 
is an emblem of the new cov- 
enant in the Redeemer’s blood, 
by the shedding of which tha: 
covenant of grace was ratificd 
and confirmed. The bread and 
wine are to be received by every 
member of the church, to re- 
present their receiving and ap- 
plying the blessings of redemp- 
lion, or, in other words, re- 
ceiving the Lord Jesus Christ. 
and by faith partaking of his bo- 
dy and blood for their spiritual 
nourishment. The Lord’s Sup- 
per, therefore, may be consid- 
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ered. asa sign and seal of the 
blessings of the covenant of 
grace to all who believe and re- 
pent. 

2d. What is professed by far- 
taking of the Lord’s Suppier. 

We hereby publicly avow 
ourselves to be the disciples of a 
crucified Master. It is the ex. 
press command of Christ : “ Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 
In obeying this command, we 
profess gratefully to recollect 
what the Redeemer did and suf- 
fered for our sakes ; and espe- 
cially to bear in mind that Di- 
vine love, which is the spring 
of all he has accomplished, and 
the source of our safety, hope, 
and happiness. We own him 
not merely asa ‘Teacher sent 
from God, to be our instructer 
and guide ; but we confide in 
him, asour Almighty Friend 
and Saviour ; rely upon his sac- 
rifice ; and commit ourselves to 
him, to be redeemed, sanctifi- 
ed, and saved. By attending 
the Lord’s Supper, we publicly 
profess our faith in the efficacy 
of the Saviour’s death to put 
away sin, our cordial approba- 
tion of that method of salvation 
which God hath appointed, and 
our thankful acceptance of 
the Divine mercy manifested 
through the Redeemer. We 
vratefully acknowledge our in- 
finite obligations to God for the 
blessings of the new covenant, 
and express our hearty com- 
pliance with all its require- 
ments—i. e. that we repent of 
sin, and believe in the Lord Je- 
sus Christ ; that we obey his 
Gospel ; and devote ourselves 
to God, through the Mediator, 
to be his for ever ; to be, to do, 
and to bear whatever God would 
have us. By partaking of the 
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Lord’s Supper in a social man- 
ner with the members of 
Christ’s church, we profess our 
sincere love tothem as breth- 
ren, and our determination to 
perform all the duties of this 
relation. 

3d. By whom the Lord’s Sup- 
fer should be celebrated. 

Not by all those persons who 
merely admit that the Lord Je- 
sus Christ is the Messiah ; but 
by those only who truly be- 
lieve in him as their Saviour ; 
rely upon him for pardon, ac- 
ceptance with God, sanctifica- 
tion, and eternal life ; sincerely 
repent of sin. and resolve to 
live suitably to their Christian 
profession. This will appear, 
not only from the nature of the 
ordinance itself, which is a de- 
claration of mercy on God’s 
part, and a profession of faith, 
love, and obedience on ours ; 
but from all those passages of 
Scripture which demand purity 
of heart and uprightness of 
conduct, which condemn hy- 
pocrites, and which describe 
the members of the church of 
Christ as holy persons. 

It is further evident, that sin- 
cere believers only ought to 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper, be- 
cause the Apostle Paul enjoins 
on all communicants the duty 
of self-examination, The ob- 
ject of this scrutiny is to prove, 
or try, ourselves, our tempers 
and lives, by the rules of Scrip- 
ture, previously to receiving the 
Supper of the Lord, in order 
to ascertain whether there be 
any thing in our disposition, 
character, orconduct, which is 
inconsistent with our Christian 
profession. This injunction 
seems to prove that sincere 
Christians are the only persons 
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who have a scriptural right to 
attend the Lord’s Supper. 

Ath. Zhe advantages which 
arise from a devout attendance on 
this holy ordinance. 

It tends to confirm our feith 
in the doctrines of the Gospel, 
and is one of the instituted 
means of obtaining fresh sup- 
plies of Divine grace for our 
Christian warfare. It strength- 
ens our obligations to a life of 
universal holiness and = integri- 
ty : the most forcible motives 
to act worthy of our character 
and profession are here presen- 
ted to our minds. It tends to 
excite the utmost abhorrence of 
sin, the greatest care in watch- 
ing against it, and the warm- 
est zeal in endeavoring to op- 
pose it: for we have the most 
lively view of the evil of sin, 
and its awful consequences, in 
the sufferings and death which 
the Son of God endured to 
make atonement for it, and 
which this ordinance is intended 
to represent. It is adapted to 
promote the Christian’s com- 
fort and peace: for what can 
afford such joy and tranquillity 
toa mind burdened with a sense 
of guilt and sin, as the distinct 
exhibition here made of that 
blood which cleanseth from all 
sin, and of the zbundant mercy 
of God to all penitent, believing 
souls ? In this ordinance we en- 
joy, ina peculiar manner, the 
presence of God and the Re- 
deemer; and have fellowship 
with the Father, and with his 
Son Jesus Christ, through the 
influences of the Holy Spirit. 
Here we gratefully receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ by faith, in 
allthe endearing characters he 
sustains ; and we joyfully ac- 
ceptof the blessings he bestows 
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on true believers. The inti- 
mate relation of Christians to 
their Lord and Saviour, and 
their dependence on him, are 
represented in Scripture in the 
strongest possible language. 
They are said to be in Christ, 
and Christ in them: he is called 
their life: they are spoken of 
as being one with Christ ; and 
their vital union to him as like 
that of the branch to the root ; 
or of the members of the body 
to the head.—But there is 
another strong metaphor, used 
by our Lord himself, to denote 
the absolute and entire depen- 
dence of Christians on him, for 
the maintaining and perfecting 
of the divine life in the soul :— 
he represents himself as the 
food of believers, and describes 
them as feeding on his flesh and 
bleod, and as living thereby. 
This cannot be understood of 
merely receiving the doctrines 
which the Redeemer taught. 
Divine instruction is indeed 
sometimes spoken of as tle 
food of the mind, and compar- 
ed to meat and drink; and 
teachers are suid to feed their 
disciples : but there is no other 
instance to be found in which 
the teacher himself is called 
food, and his disciples are re- 
quired to eat his flesh and drink 
his blood. By cating his flesh 
and diinking his blood, our 
Lord seems clearly to mean, 
believing the divine efficacy 
of his atonement; embracing 
and relying on it by faith; 
and accepting the glorious bles- 
sings which are the fruits of it, 
particularly the free mercy of 
God, the pardon of sin, and 
the influences of the Holy Spir- 
it to renew, purify, and trans- 
form our souls into the Sav- 


A brief View of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Sufiper. 








[Juxy, 


iour’s image. The Apostle 
Paul evidently alludes to this, 
when he says, “ Christ, our 
passover, was sacrificed for us: 
therefore let us keep the feast, 
not with the old leaven,” &c, 
Here he represents believers as 
partaking of that sacrifice which 
the Lord Jesus Christ offered ; 
as exercising a believing regard 
to the Lamb of God which ta- 
keth away the sin of the world, 
of whom the pascal lamb, which 
the Jews were required to eat, 
wasa type. The celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper may there- 
fore be well considered in the 
light of a feast upon a’ sacrifice, 
The bread and wine which we 
take, are memorials of the bo- 
dy and blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.—The eating and drink- 
ing of these, are embiematic of 
our feeding by faith on the Re- 
deemer, so as to derive spirit- 
ual nourishment from him for 
the life, vigor, and joy of our 
souls. 

5th. The preparation which is 
required of those who would 
firofierly and frrofitably attend 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supf- 
per. 

Yo celebrate this holy ordi- 
nance in a manner which will 
be acceptable to God and bene- 


| ficial to ourselves, it is not only 


necessary that our judgments 
be rightly informed, but that 
our wills be properly inclined, 
and our affections duly excited. 
It is necessary that we should 
exercise refientance towards 
God, and faith in our Lord Je- 
sus Christ ; hofie in the mercy 
of God, through the Redee- 
mer; and Jove to God, and to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
ail our Christian brethren; hat+ 
red to all sin, united with 8 








sincere endeavor, in the strength 
of Divine grace, entirely to sub- 
due every evil principle and 
passion ; and a determined res- 
olution, by the grace of God, 
to live as becometh the profes- 
sion of Christianity. These 
are indispensably requisite to 
holy communion at the Lord’s 
table. It is also necessary to a 
comfortable attendance on this 
divine ordinance, that we should 
experience a devotional frame 
of mind, and have good grounds 
to hope that we are the genuine 
diseiples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In proportion as the 
true spirit of devotion is wan- 
ting, and our fears prevail with 
respect to our true character in 
the sight of God, will our spir- 
itual comfort in attending this 
ordinance be diminished. 

With respect to the means to 
be used for a profitable atten- 
dance on the Lord’s Supper, I 
would observe, that it requires 
not merely the same previous 
preparation which public wor- 
ship in general requires—such 
as serious perusal of the Scrip- 
tures, meditation, watchfulness, 
and prayer ; but that those exerci- 
ses should be conducted with a 
particular reference tothis ordi- | 
nance, to the objects which are | 
there to be presented to our 
view, and about which the mind 
is to bé devoutly employed. 

There is one duty which is 
peculiarly proper to precede 
this solemnity, and which the 
Scriptures expressly recom- 
mend, namely,  self-examina- 
tion. The exhortation to the 





frequent practice of this duty is 
applicable to every Christian, 
and the work of self-inquiry 
should be the work of every 
day. But besidesthis, we should : 
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fix on certain seasons to be ap- 
propriated to a more minute 
and extended survey. And 
what more proper time can be 
chosen than when we are about 
to approach the table of the 
Lord? An accurate knowledge 
of eur real character and con- 
dition is not to be obtained with- 
out frequent, serious, and im- 
partial self-examination. As 
there is always a great danger 
of self-deception, so there is 
constant need of self-scrutiny. 
This inquiry should respect not 
merely the reality of our reli- 
gion in general, but the partic- 
ular state of our hearts in the 
sight of God. The examina- 
tton should be directed to ascer- 
tain whether we are advancing 
in piety, or declining in our 
Christian course : we should in- 
quire into what sins we have fal- 
len, what duties we have omit- 
ted, to what temptations we 
are most exposed, and in what 
respects we most need to be on 
our guard, and to have our res- 
olutions confirmed and our gra- 
ces strengthened. We should 
also notice what we have most 
to complain of, what to rejoice 
in, what to deprecate, and what 
to desire. These inquiries are 
necessary to promote humilia- 
tion, thanksgiving, watchful- 
ness, and prayer. They will 
furnish suitable subjects for 
meditation and devotion, and 
be a means ofrendering the 
celebration of this holy ordi- 
nance instrumental in promo- 
ting the interests of vital reli- 
gion in our souls. 
G. B. 
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Memoir of Mrs. Clarina Elliott, 
who died at Washington, Con- 
necticut, Feb. 5, 1811. 


HE parentage of Mrs. 
Elliot was respectable. — 
Her father, John Griswold, Esq. 
of Lyme, had seven daughters, 
and two sons, one of whom, His 
Excellency Matthew Griswoid, 
Esq. will long be remembered, 
among the venerable and pious 
Governors of this state. 

As the result of a Christian 
education, the subject of these 
sketches was under habitual, re- 
ligious impressions, from child- 
hood ; though she did not ob- 
tain a comfortable hope till after 
having entered into the family 
state. Attheage of twenty-two, 
she was marriedto Mr. Nathan 
Elliott, son of Doct. Elliott of 
Killing worth.* 

In the year 1758, they remo- 
ved to Kent, where they reared 
alarge family ; and lived in an 
eminent sphere of usefulness, 
greatly respected by their ac- 
quaintance. Through the course 
of their life, family prayer was 
never omitted. If the children 
were absent, the parents did not 
fail to offer up the incense of 
morning and evening devotion. 
If the father was absent, as he 
occasionally was, being a public 
character, the worship of the 
family was conducted by the 
mother. Happy is the house- 
hold that thus begin the day with 
God, and lie down to rest under 
his guardian care ! Howpleasant 
are the labors, how sweet the 
repose of such a family ! 

oti 


* Of the same ancestry, it is un- 
derstood, with the celebrated John 
Elliott of Roxbury, though the inter- 
mediate grades of kindred are not 
known to the writer. 
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Mrs. Elliott was distinguish- 
ed by sweetness of natural tem- 
per, and solidity of judgment. 
Her intelleciual powers were 
cultivated by considerable rea. 
ding and much reflection. Her 
piety was steady, consistent and 
fervent. These traitsof character 
gave to her countenance anair of 
serenity and gravily, that could 
not be noticed with indifference 
by any person of ordinary dis. 
cernment. Her memory was 
singularly retentive ; she could, 
at any time, repeat a psalm or 
hymn by hearing it once read 
and sung. ‘The fragments of 
time, that could be spared from 
the pressure of domestic con- 
cerns, and the immediate duties 
of religion, she often devoted to 
writing meditations in poetry, 
for which she had an original 
taste. A number of these pa- 
pers, written with her own pen, 
inafair hand, are now before 
me. One, on the giving of the 
moral law, begins thus : 


“ Great wasthe trembling when 
Jehovah came, 

* His will, from fiery Sinai to pro- 
claim ; 

“ AllIsrael’s tribes were summon’d 
to appear 

“ The righteous precepts ofhis law 
to hear. 


Another, on the blessedness 
of departed saints, thus : 


** These souls have donewith pains 
and fears, 

“ Tho’ once on tempests driven : 

“ Their sighs, their groans, com 
plaints and tears, 

“* Are known no more in heaven. 


“« They see a reconciled God, 

“ With smiling face appear; 

“ Jesus who bought them with his 
blood a 

“ Now bids them welcome there. 
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Another of these papers is an 
elegy on the death of her sister 
Mrs. Sarah Hillhouse: and a- 
nother, a consolatory address 
to her aged brother Governor 
Griswold, on the death of his 
wife. 

In this last, the Christian 
patriot is reminded that, having 
faithfully served God and his 
generation, the grave will short- 
ly be his refuge from the labors 
and trials of life. 


‘* Nosinking states can then disturb 
your breast, 

“No public tumults there annoy 
your rest.” 


These extracts from her man- 
uscripts, are given, not us spe- 
cimens of perfect poetry, but as 
indicating a mind, sanctified and 
elevated above the trifles of this 
little world, by true religion. 

She was a Christian, not in 
name and profession merely, 
but in Aeart,—in principle. She 
loved the sabbath: she loved 
the house of God: she loved 
the children of God : she loved 
her minister, for the sake of 
his Master and his work. 


Among the articles of advice 
which she prepared to leave 
as a legacy toher children, is 
this ; 


‘*Rev’rence and love God’s holy 
day, 

“ And to his house repair ; 

** Attend to what his preachers say, 

* And practise what you hear. 


“ The greatest love you shew for 


me, 

* When I am laid in dust, 

** Ts that my counsels you obey, 

“* And make the Lord your trust.” 


The prayers and exemplary 
piety of such a mother might 
be expected to have an impor- 

Vot. V. No. 7. 





tant influence on her children. 
Such was the fact with hers, 
especially her daughters. When 
some of them, in early life, 
became impressed with solemn 
conviction of their lost estate, 
and deep solicitude for their 
souls, she was a mother indeed. 
She instructed them in the way 
of salvation: she retired with 
them once and again, for pray- 
er: she saw the greater part of 
them made hopeful subjects of 
renewing grace. Her daily de- 
portment was as blameless as 
her principles were correct. No 
bitter revilings, no tale of slan- 
der, no unbecoming levity, re- 
ceived encouragement from her 
example. She secured the es- 
teem of her neighbors by de- 
serving it. 

During the long and distres- 
sing sickness of her husband, 
her affectionate and unremitted 
attention to him, impaired her 


own constitution. After his 


death, which was in April, 1798, 
she gradually sunk into a state of 
settled infirmity, and her facul- 
ties lost much of their original 
vigor. Several of her last years 
were principally spent with her 
two daughters in Washingten, 
from whom she received every 
office of kindness due to so wor- 
thy a parent. Through this 
period, she was habitually calm 
and placid. Her intellectual 
powers, especially her memory, 
occasionally faltered on com- 
mon subjects; but her religious 
views were never obscure, and 
sometimes were remarkably 
bright. Her last scene exhibit- 
ed a composure and dignity in 
death, instructive to survivors, 
and honorable to that Christian 
hope which was an anchor to 
her soul. 
Ti 
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on true believers. The inti- 
mate relation of Christians to 
their Lord and Saviour, and 
their dependence on him, are 
represented in Scripture in the 
strongest possible language. 
They are said to be in Christ, 
and Christ in them: he is called 
their life: they are spoken of 
as being one with Christ ; and 
their vital union to him as like 
that of the branch to the root ; 
or of the members of the body 
to the head.—But there is 
another strong metaphor, used 
by our Lord himself, to denote 
the absolute and entire depen- 
dence of Christians on him, for 
the maintaining and perfecting 
of the divine life in the soul :-— 
he represents himself as the 
food of believers, and describes 
them as feedizig on his flesh and 
bleod, and as living thereby. 
This cannot be understood of 
merely receiving the doctrines 
which the Redeemer taught. 
Divine instruction is indeed 
sometimes spoken of as the 
food of the mind, and compar- 
ed to meat and drink; and 
teachers are suid to feed their 
disciples : but there is no other 
instance to be found in which 
the teacher himself is called 
food, and his disciples are re- 
quired to eat his flesh and drink 
his blood. By cating his flesh | 
and diinking his blood, our 
Lord seems clearly to mean, 
believing the divine efficacy 
of his atonement; embracing 
and relying on it by faith; 
and accepting the glorious bles- 
sings which are the fruits of it, 
particularly the free mercy of 
God, the pardon of sin, and 
the influences of the Holy Spir- 
it to renew, purify, and trans- 
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form our souls into the Say- 
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iour’s image. The Apostle 
Paul evidently alludes to this, 
when he says, “ Christ, our 
passover, was sacrificed for ys: 
therefore let us keep the feast, 
not with the old leaven,” &e, 
Here he represents believers as 
partaking of that sacrifice which 
the Lord Jesus Christ offered ; 
as exercising a believing regard 
to the Lamb of God which ta- 
keth away the sin of the world, 
of whom the pascal lamb, which 
the Jews were required to eat, 
wasa type. The celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper may there- 
fore be well considered in the 
light of a feast upon a’ sacrifice, 
The bread and wine which we 
take, are memorials of the bo- 
dy and blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.—The eating and drink- 
ing of these, are emblematic of 
our feeding by faith on the Re- 
deemer, so as to derive spirits 
ual nourishment from him for 
the life, vigor, and joy of our 
souls. 

5th. The preparation which is 
reguired of those who would 
firofierly and frrofitably attend 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup 
per. 

To celebrate this holy ordi- 
nance in a manner which will 
be acceptable to God and bene- 
ficial to ourselves, it is not only 
necessary that our judgments 
be rightly informed, but that 
our wills be properly inclined, 
and our affections duly excited. 
It is necessary that we should 
exercise refientance towards 
God, and faith in our Lord Je- 
sus Christ ; hofie in the mercy 
of God, through the Redee- 
mer; and Jove to God, and to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
ail our Christian brethren ; hate 
red to all sin, united with 4 
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sincere endeavor, in the strength 
of Divine grace, entirely to sub- 
due every evil principle and 
passion ; and a determined res- 
olution, by the grace of God, 
to live as becometh the profes- 
sion of Christianity. These 
are indispensably requisite to 
holy communion at the Lord’s 
table. It is also necessary toa 
comfortable attendance on this 
divine ordinance, that we should 
experience a devotional frame 
of mind, and have good grounds 
to hope that we are the genuine 
diseiples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. In proportion as the 
true spirit of devotion is wan- 
ting, and our fears prevail with 
respect to our true character in 
the sight of God, will our spir- 
itual comfort in attending this 
ordinance be diminished. 

With respect to the means to 
be used for a profitable atten- 
dance on the Lord’s Supper, I 
would observe, that it requires 
not merely the same previous 
preparation which public wor- 
ship in general requires—such 
as serious perusal of the Scrip- 
tures, meditation, watchfulness, 
and prayer ; but that those exerci- 
ses should be conducted with a 
particular reference tothis ordi- 
nance, to the objects which are 
there to be presented to our 
view, and about which the mind 
is to be devoutly employed. 

There is one duty which is 
peculiarly proper to precede 
this solemnity, and which the 
Scriptures expressly recom- 
mend, namely,  self-examina- 
tion. The exhortation to the 
frequent practice of this duty is 
applicable to every Christian, 
and the work of self-inquiry 
should be the work of every 
day. But besidesthis, we should 
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fix on certain seasons to be ap- 
propriated to a more minute 
and extended survey. And 
what more proper time can be 
chosen than when we are about 
to approach the table of the 
Lord? An accurate knowledge 
of eur real character and con- 
dition is not to be obtained with- 
out frequent, serious, and im- 
partial self-examination. As 
there is always a great danger 
of self-deception, so there is 
constant need of self-scrutiny. 
This inquiry should respect not 
merely the realiiy of our reli- 
gion in general, but the partic- 
ular state of our hearts in the 
sight of God. The examina- 
tion should be directed to ascer- 
tain whether we are advancing 
in piety, or declining in our 
Christian course : we should in- 
quire into what sins we have fal- 
len, what duties we have omit- 
ted, to what temptations we 
are most exposed, and in what 
respects we most need to be on 
our guard, and to have our res- 
olutions confirmed and our gra- 
ces strengthened. We should 
also notice what we have most 
to complain of, what to rejoice 
in, what to deprecate, and what 
to desire. These inquiries are 
necessary to promote humilia- 
tion, thanksgiving, watchful- 





|ness, and prayer. They will 
|furnish suitable subjects for 
meditation and devotion, and 
be a means ofrendering the 
celebration of this holy ordi- 
nance instrumental in promo- 
ting the interests of vital reli- 
gion in our souls. 





G. B 
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Memoir of Mrs. Clarina Eliott, 
who died at Washington, Con- 
necticut, Feb. 5, 1811. 


She: parentage of Mrs. 


Elliot was respectable. — 
Her father, John Griswold, Esq. 
of Lyme, had seven daughters, 
and two sons, one of whom, His 
Excellency Matthew Griswoid, 
Esq. will long be remembered, 
among the venerable and pious 
Governors of this state. 

As the result of a Christian 
education, the subject of these 
sketches was under habitual, re- 
ligious impressions, from child- 
hood ; though she did not ob- 
tain a comfortable hope till after 
having entered into the family 
state. Attheage of twenty-two, 
she was marriedto Mr. Nathan 
Elliott, son of Doct. Elliott of 
Killingworth.* 

In the year 1758, they remo- 
ved to Kent, where they reared 
alarge family ; and lived in an 
eminent sphere of usefulness, 
greatly respected by their ac- 
quaintance. Through the course 
of their life, family prayer was 
never omitted. If the children 
were absent, the parents did not 
fail to offer up the incense of 
morning and evening devotion. 
If the father was absent, as he 
occasionally was, being a public 
character, the worship of the 
family was conducted by the 
mother. Happy is the house- 
hold that thus begin the day with 
God, and lie down to rest under 
his guardian care ! Howpleasant 
are the labors, how sweet the 
repose of such a family ! 

—— 


* Of the same ancestry, it is un- 
derstood, with the celebrated John 
Elliott of Roxbury, though the inter- 
mediate grades of kindred are not 
known to the writer, 





Mrs. Elliott was distinguish- 
ed by sweetness of natural tem- 
per, and solidity of judgment, 
Her intelleciual powers were 
cultivated by considerable rea. 
ding and much reflection. Her 
piety was steady, consistent and 
fervent. These traitsof character 
gave to her countenance anair of 
serenity and gravily, that could 
not be noticed with indifference 
by any person of ordinary dis. 
cernment. Her memory was 
singularly retentive ; she could, 
at any lime, repeat a psalm or 
hymn by hearing it once read 
and sung. The fragments of 
time, that could be spared from 
the pressure of domestic con- 
cerns, and the immediate duties 
of religion, she often devoted to 
writing meditations in poetry, 
for which she had an original 
taste. A number of these pa- 
pers, written with her own pen, 
ina fair hand, are now before 
me. One, on the giving of the 
moral law, begins thus : 


“ Great wasthe trembling when 
Jehovah came, 

* His will, from fiery Sinai to pro- 
claim ; 

“ All Israel’s tribes were summon’d 
to appear 

“ The righteous precepts of his law 
to hear. 


Another, on _ the blessedness 
of departed saints, thus : 


** These souls have done with pains 
and fears, 

** Tho’ once on tempests driven : 

* Their sighs, their groans, com 
plaints and tears, 

“« Are known no more in heaven. 


“ They see a reconciled God, 

“ With smiling face appear; 

* Jesus who bought them with his 
blood A 

“ Now bids them welcome there. 
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Another of these papers is an 
elegy on the death of her sister 
Mrs. Sarah Hillhouse: and a- 
nother, a consolatory address 
to her aged brother Governor 
Griswold, on the death of his 
wife. 

In this last, the Christian 
patriot is reminded that, having 
faithfully served God and his 
generation, the grave will short- 
ly be his refuge from the labors 
and trials of life. 


‘‘ Nosinking states can then disturb 
your breast, 

“No public tumults there annoy 
your rest.” 


These extracts from her man- 
uscripts, are given, not us spe- 
cimens of perfect poetry, but as 
indicating a mind, sanctified and 
elevated above the trifles of this 
little world, by true religion. 

She was a Christian, not in 
name and profession merely, 
but in heart,—in frincifile. She 
loved the sabbath: she loved 
the house of God: she loved 
the children of God: she loved 
her minister, for the sake of 
his Master and his work. 


Among the articles of advice 
which she prepared to leave 
as a legacy toher children, is 
this : 


‘‘Rev’rence and Jove God’s holy 
day, 

“ And to his house repair ; 

“ Attend to what his preachers say, 

* And frractise what you hear. 


“ The greatest love you shew for 


me, 

** When I am laid in dust, 

** Ts that my counsels you obey, 

“* And make the Lord your trust.” 


The prayers and exemplary 
piety of such a mother might 
be expected to have an impor- 

Vou. V. No. 7. 





tant influence on her children. 
Such was the fact with hers, 
especially her daughters. When 
some of them, in early life, 
became impressed with solemn 
conviction of their lost estate, 
and deep solicitude for their 
souls, she was a mother indeed. 
She instructed them in the way 
of salvation: she retired with 
them once and again, for pray- 
er: she saw the greater part of 
them made hopeful subjects of 
renewing grace. Her daily de- 
portment was as blameless as 
her principles were correct. No 
bitter revilings, no tale of slan- 
der, no unbecoming levity, re- 
ceived encouragement from her 
example. She secured the es- 
teem of her neighbors by de- 
serving it. 

During the long and distres- 
sing sickness of her husband, 
her affectionate and unremitted 
attention to him, impaired her 
own constitution. After his 
death, which was in April, 1798, 
she gradually sunk into a state of 
settled infirmity, and her facul- 
ties lost much of their original 
vigor. Several of her last years 
were principally spent with her 
two daughters in Washingten, 
from whom she received every 
office of kindness due to so wor- 
thy a parent. Through this 
period, she was habitually calm 
and placid. Her intellectual 
powers, especially her memory, 
occasionally faltered on com- 
mon subjects ; but her religious 
views were never obscure, and 
sometimes were remarkably 
bright. Her last scene exhibit- 
ed a composure and dignity in 
death, instructive to survivors, 
and honorable to that Christian 
hope which was an anchor to 
her soul. 


Ti 
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On the first sabbath of Feb- 
ruary, 1811, she had a paralytic 
attack: and, for a short time, 
was ‘expected, immediately, to 
expire. Before evening, how- 
ever, she perfectly recovered 
her reason and speech. She 
knew her dissolution to be at 
hand. Inthe most impressive 
manner she addressed those 
around her, especially a son 
who had just returned from the 
westward, after a considerable 
absence. Her thoughts were 
clear ; her language solemn 
and animated. But there was 
something in her countenance 
which spoke, more emphatically 
than language could speak, the 
serenity and triumph of her 
departing spirit. At intervals, 
through the following night, 
she was employed in singing 
hymns. Towards evening -on 
Monday, the writer of this 
memoir called to make her a 
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second visit. She was in the 
same tranquil state of mind, 
though much distressed in 
body. No symptoms of im- 
mediate death appeared ; but it 
was her full persuasion that 
this was her last day on earth. 
On this point, however, she felt 
no solicitude : she even refused 
to express any choice, because 
she said : “ God will order the 
time of my death ; and his time 
will be the best time.” This last 
interview with her, made an 
impression on my mind, that 
can never be forgotten. It was 
closed with prayer. On taking 
leave she said “ Give my love 
to Mrs. .” Shortly after, 
her distress increased, and ina 
few minutes, her conflict was 
over ; she was released from 
a bed of pain, and that we 
trust was a complete and ever- 
lasting release from sorrow and 
sin. 


aD Cee 


At a Mecling of the General Association of Connecticut, holden at 
Sharon, the third Tuesday of June, A. D. 1812: Present, 


Rev. Messrs. 
Isaac Porter, 
Andrew Yates, 
Joshua L. Williams, 
Newton Skinner, 
Timothy Dwight, D. D. 
Abner Smith, 
Aaron Dutton, 
Saul Clark, 
Abishai Alden, 
William Bonney, 
Sylvanus Haight, 
Jehu Clark, 
Daniel Crocker, 


Daniel Dow, 
Krastus Learned, 


From 


Hartford North Association 


Hartford South 


New Haven West 


New Haven East 
New London 


Fairfiehl West 


Fairfield East 


Windham Original 
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Daniel Parker, ; 
David L. Persy, t Litchfield North 


Lyman Beecher, 
Bennet Tyler, 


Elijah Parsons, 
Joel West, 


William L. Strong, f 


Litchfield South 


Middlesex 


Nathan Gillet, Tolland 


John P. Campbell, 
Amzi Armstrong, 
George C. Potts, 


From the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the Uni- 
ted States. 


From the General Association of 


Rufus Anderson, Massachusetts Proper. 
Ethan Smith, From the General Association of 
Sylvester Dana, New Hampshire. 


The Rev. Andrew Yates was chosen Scribe ; the Rev. Elijah 
Parsons, Moderator ; and the Rev. Daniel Dow, assistant Scribe. 

The certificates of delegation were read, and the Association 
was opened with prayer by the Moderator. 

The Rev. Messrs. Yates, Dow, E. Smith, Anderson, and Potts 
were appointed a Committee of Overtures. 

The Associational sermon was preached by the Rev. William 
L. Strong, from Isaiah lv. 11. 


The Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut made a 
report of their proceedings during the last year, which was ac- 
cepted, and is as follows : 


Report of the Trustees of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, to 
said Society, to be convened at Sharon, on the third Tuesday of 
June, A. D. 1812: 


REVEREND FATHERS AND BRETHREN, 


THE Board of missionary trust, in compliance with the Constitution 
of the Society, which requires an annual report of their doings and of 
the state of your missions, respectfully submit the following: 

The members and friends of this Society are under increased obliga- 
tions of thanksgiving and praise to God, for the continuance of his 
gracious smiles upon the interests of the Institution. It must be a rich 
source of consolation and encouragement, to all who feel an interest in 
the prosperity of religion, to review the origin and growth of this Society, 
and to notice the numerous tokens of divine favor towards it. Guided 
by the spirit of wisdom, the venerable founders of the Missionary Society 
of Connecticut devised measures which were practical. They ‘* despised 
not the day of small things ;” but, animated by that charity which 
prompts to aetion, they rejoiced to do the little that was in their power, 
by personal exertions at home, as well as by missionary labors abroad. 
Their successors have sought, uniformly, to devise practical measures, 
such as experience suggested, and have seen them crowned with abun- 
dant success. ‘The growth and usefulness of this Society have surpassed 
the most sanguine expectations of its friends. The character which it 
sustains, among the people in the new settlements, commands respect for 
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its Missionaries every where ; and to Him who hath the hearts of all 
men in his hands, would we gratefully ascribe praise, for his guidance 
of those who have been sent under your patronage to preach the gospel, 
They have conducted with fidelity and discretion. In all places your 
Missionaries have been received with joy by the pious ; they are gene. 
rally respected ; and from the places they have visited, they return in 
possession of the esteem and affection of the people. ; 

A particular statement of what was done under your auspices, for the 
spread and establishment of the gospel in the wilderness, in the course 
of the year 1811, is contained in our address on missions, published in 
January 1812. A copy of that address is herewith forwarded to each 
member of the Society. From the extracts of journals, and of other 
Communications contained in the address, it appears that the year past 
has been distinguished with tokens of divine favor towards our missions, 
Our Missionaries have not only met with a kind reception from the 
people, but in many places their labors have been signally blessed. The 
people. like Cornelius the centurion with his friends, were before pre- 
pared of the Lord, to hear the gospel at their mouth. Revivals of reli- 
gion, extensive and numerous beyond any before witnessed in that country, 
have succeeded their ministrations. Numbers have been induced ta 
abandon their vices and delusions, and to consecrate themselves unto the 
Lord. ‘The wilderness is made to rejoice, and the solitary places break 
forth in songs of praise. They bless God for the gospel of his grace, and 
rememler, with peculiar gratitude, the kindness and liberality of the 
people of this State, in sending this gospel to them. How delightful the 
thought, that those enriched in the wilderness by this charity, and their 
benetactors here, shall meet in Heaven in the presence and in the likeness 
of Jehovah their Redeemer. We have seen much of the blessed fruits 
of our charity, and shail continue to reap if we faint not. 

It is a pleasing testimony of order and purity in which the people are 
built wp, by the Shiosicunstan whom you have sent them, that the holy scrip- 
tures are precious to them and greatly desired ; also that they furnish 
themselves with the stated ministry of the word according to their ability, 
Sensible of the value of the word of life, they are eager to possess it ; 
and feeling the importance of the regular administrations of a pastor, to 
comtort and edify the church,—to train up the rising generation by suita- 
ble instruction in the way they should go,—to protect them against errors 
and vice,—and to gather sinners unto the Saviour, they are anxious to 
enjov these atlvantages, and use their efforts to obtain them. Such fruits 
afford the highest encouragement to continue and to enlarge our charity 
towards them. ‘They excite pleasing anticipations of future scenes in 
those newly inhabited regions. ° 

It will be noticed that although the funds of the Missionary Society are 
so reduced that only a small sum can be expended annually, to accom- 
plish their object, yet a large number of Missionaries have been employ- 
ed. This is one fruit of that happy arrangement which the people, in 
some places in the new countries, have made to support pastors for so 
much of the year as they are able, and to leave them for the employment 
of the Missionary Society for the remainder of the year. In this way, 
men well known and experienced, and who are near the fields of mis- 
sions, may be employed to the best advantage. It must however be 
added, that with all these advantages, the missionary labors performed 
under the auspices of this Society, in the course of the year past, have 
been.comparatively small. From the disbursements of the ‘Treasurer it 
appears, that we have expended, in the last rests much less than the 
amount expended annually for several preceding years, Missionary 
labor, performed in the Jast year, has been proportionally jess than 
heretofore. The earnest solicitations of the destitute for assistance, and 
the representations of our Missionaries, setting forth the necessity of an 
increase of labors, we have heard, but were obliged to pass them by 
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without affording relief, because we are not in possession of the means to 
"doit. To see the sufferings of the needy, and be unable to relieve them, 
is distressful. The seasonable relief afforded by the Legislature of this 
State, in permitting contributions to be made annually, im the several 
Ecclesiastical Societies, for the the term of three years, we would grate- 
fully acknowledge. With high expectations do we anticipate the munifi- 
cence of the charitable in these contributions, and the joy of gladdening 
the hearts of multitudes with the fruits of their liberality. ‘The incalcu- 
lable benefit which the new settlements have derived from this Institu- 
tion, the gratitude which the inhabitants express for the charity exercised 
towards them by the good peuple of this State, Uic anxiety experienced 
in many places to be favored with aid, their solicitations, their danger 
from the advocates of crror and vice, and above all, the rational prospect 
of promoting most effectually the Tnterests of the Redeemer’s kingcom, 
—these ure considerations which are deeply fe't by muubers. They are 
consideratious which cannot fail to open the hearts and hands of many 
in this cause. The solicitations, the entreaties, the wants of the needy 
shall not plead in vain. On former occasions we have witnessed the 
liberality of ithe people. And they have continued to indicate, by private 
donations, their readiness to give for the spiritual benefit of their feliow 
men, many of whom are their former neighbors and relations, and for 
the promotion of Christ’s kingdom. 

The Rev. Ebenezer Porter, having been called to accept of employ- 
ment in the church ot God, in connection with the Theological Institu- 
tion in Andover in Massachusetts, has resigned his seat in the Board of 
Trustees. 

We live in a day in which the Christian world is peculiarly engaged to 
spread the gospel. The important events which have closed the eigh- 
teenth, and introduced the nineteenth centuries, the astonishing revolu- 
tions which have been effected both in pagan and mahommedan Asia, 
and the events favorable to the spread of the gospel in other parts of the 
earth, have excited the attention of Christians every where. The coin- 
cidence of these events, with the predictions respecting the end of the 
1260 prophetic days, has caused the church to rejoice in the hope that 
the day of her redemption draweth nigh. In various ways the gospel 
is sent into different parts of the world. And the attention of the church, 
both in Europe and America, to the spread of the gospel is daily increa- 
sing. Missionary Societies, Bible Societies, associations for the charita- 
ble distribution of religious tracts, and other institutions whose object is to 
disseminate the blessings of grace, are continually forming in Christen- 
dom. The Isles which have waited for the salvation of God rejoice in 
his light. In these auspicious events we all feel a high interest. Faith, 
hope, and zeal arealive, while we pray that “the heathen may now be 
given to the Son for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for his possession.” How desirable to enlarge the field of operations of 
this Society, and to send faithful Missionaries over all the western world! 
Could we make every settlement resound with the glad tidings of salvation, 

could we reach a hand to the perishing savages of our continent, and 
Iead them to the Saviour of sinners, what joy, what delight would it 
afford | May the time speedily arrive, when to these Gentiles we shall 
geese the salvation of God, and see them with us disciples of the same 

zord and Master. We have reason to hope that he, who hath called up 
the attention of the church to the state of eastern indians, will not leave 
the western tribes without help. Their deliverance also is at hand. 

The Trustees close this report imploring God’s presence and blessing 
upon the Society. May the present meeting be attended with the unc- 
tion of the Spirit, and its counsels most effectually promote the glory of 
God. In the name of the Trustees, 

ABEL FLINT, Secretary. 
Hartford, May 13, 1812. 
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The following persons were elected Trustees of the Missionary 
Society of Connecticut, for one year from the first Wednesday of” 
August next, viz. The Hon. John Treadwell, the Hon. Asher 
Miller, the Hon. Aaron Austin, the Hon Jonathan Brace, Enoch 
Perkins, Esq. David Hale, Esy. the Rev. Messrs. Nathan Per. 
kins, D. D. Samuel Nott, Calvin Chapin, Moses C. Welch, D. D, 
Andrew Yates, and Samuel Goodrich. 

Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. was chosen Treasurer, and the Rey, 
Abel Flint, Auditor of the Missionary Society of Connecticut, for 
one year from the first Wednesday of August next. 

The Account of the Treasurer of the General Association, as 
audited, was read and approved. 

The Rev. Abel Flint was chosen Treasurer, and the Rey. An- 
drew Yates, Auditor of the General Association, for the year en- 
suing. 

The Delegates to the several ecclesiastical bodies in connection 
with the General Association, viz. to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, to the General Convention of Vermont, and 
to the General Associations of Massachusetts Proper and New 
Hampshire, made their reports which were accepted. 

Voted, 'That the gentlemen chosen substitutes, in the place of 
the several Commissioners, delegated to the several ecclesiastical 
bodies, connected with this Association, be, hereafter, considered 
as Commissioners during the year following that in which they 
shall be chosen, without any new appointment, unless they shall 
have already taken their scats in said bodies, have resigned their 
office, been removed by death, or vacated it in some other manner. 

The Rev. Messrs. Joseph W. Crossman, Roswell R. Swan, and 
Andrew Yates were chosen substitutes to the Rev. Messrs. Ly- 
man Beecher, Abel M‘Ewen, and William Robinson, Delegates to 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, to convene in 
Philadelphia, the third Thursday of May, 1813. 

The Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland and Diodate Brockway 
were chosen substitutes to the Rev. Messrs. Abel Flint and Daniel 
Dow, Delegates to the General Association of New Hampshire, to 
convene at Hollis, the third Tuesday of September next. 

The Rev. Messrs. Royal Tyler and David L. Perry were cho- 
sen substitutes to the Rev. Messrs. Diodate Brockway and Noah 
Porter, Delegates to the General Association of Massachusetts 
Proper, to convene in June, 181 3. 

The Rev. Daniel Crocker was chosen substitute to the Rev. 
Jonathan Miller, Delegate to the General Convention of Vermont, 
to convene at Westminster the second Tuesday of September next. 

Voted, ‘That the Scribe annex to the names of the Delegates the 
time and place of annual meeting agreed on by the several eccle- 
siastical bodies respeclively, to which these delegates are sent. 


: Wepnespay, June 17. 

The Committee appointed “ to correspond and act in concert 
with the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and with 
any persons who may be appointed, or associated, for the purpose 
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of devising measures, which may have influence in preventing 
some of the numerous and threatening mischiefs, which are ex- 
perienced throughout our country, by the excessive and intempe- 
rate use of spirituous liquors,” reported by their Chairman. 

The Rev. Messrs. Beecher, Dutton, Clark, Armstrong, E. Smith, 
and Crocker, were appointed a Committee, to take the above na- 
med report into consideration, and from its contents, together with 
such other information as they may receive, devise some practical 
measures to restrain the excessive and intemperate use of ardent 
spirits, which measures may be recommended to the friends of 
religion and morals, and to make report to this body. 

The several district Associations, in compliance with the re- 
quest of the General Association, “to ascertain the number of 
persons, within their respective limits, who are deaf and dumb,— 
of what age thy are,—of which sex,—whether they were born so, 
or became so by disease,—and at what age they became so, and 
of what disease; and to make report at this session, designating in 
their reports the towns in which such persous liye,” exhibited their 
reports. 

The Rev. Jehu Clark was appointed to examine those reports, 
and report to this body a summary of the same. 

The Committee, appointed “ to enquire into the proceedings of 
the Consociation of Tolland County on the 16th of April, 1811, 
&c.” made a report which was accepted.* 


The Rev. Messrs. Dwight, Beecher, and Anderson were appoint- 
ed a Committee, to examine the preceding report, to draw up, for 
the consideration of this Association, such votes as may,be proper 
to be passed by the Association on the authority of the’statement 
contained in it, and to make report to this body. 

Voted, That an enquiry respecting the state of religion, in the 
limits of the General Association, and of the several ecclesiastical 
bodies in it8 connection, be attended to at 3 o’clock P. M.; 
and that Messrs. Beecher, Tyler, Bonney, Campbell, and Dana be 
a Committee to take minutes respecting the state of religion, and 
prepare a summary account of the same. 

The report of the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
was read, as follows : 


The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions respect- 
Sully submit, to the General Association of Connecticut, the following 
report. 


Tue first meeting of the Commissioners was held at Farmington, in 
Connecticut, September 5th, 1810. ‘The doings of that meeting were 
immediately published, and copies of them were extensively dispersed 
for the information of the public. A copy of the same accompanies this 


report. 
The executive business of the Board is, by constitution, principally 
eommitted to the Prudential Committee. At the second meeting of the 








* This Report is contained in the printed Minutes of the Association, 
to which the readers of the Magazine are referred. 
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Commissioners, which was held at Worcester, in Massachusetts, Sept, 18, 
1811, the Prudential Committee made a report which was accepted b 
the Board, and which presents a view of the measures which had been 
taken, for promoting the great design of the Board, and of the success of 
those measures. To that report, a copy of which accompanies this 
aper, we beg leave to refer the General Association, as containing an 
important part of the information which the Board have to communicate, 

At this last meeting the Board judged it inexpedient to resign Messrs, 
Judson, Nott, Newell, and Hail, tiie four missionary brethren, particular. 
ly mentioned in the documents before referred to, to the directiun of the 

ndon Missionary Society ; but to take measures to employ those 
brethren in a mission to be directed by this Goard, as soon as Divine 
Providence, shall open the door for it. 

Agreeably to the opinion given in the report of the Prudential Com- 
mittee, the Board directed their attention to the Birman empire, as pre- 
senting, in their view, the most eligible station for the establishement of 
an American mission in the East. Not knowing, however, what diffi- 
culties might occur in the way of establishing or executing a mission in 
that empire, it was voted, that the four missionaries should, as soon as 
convenient, be employed in Asia, cither in the Birman empire, Surat, 
Prince of Wales Island, or elsewhere, as, in the judgment of the Pruden- 
tial Committe, Providence shail direct. 

For the purposes of the mission, it was voted to allow toeach missionary, 
if married, one hundred and fifty pounds sterling, and, if unmarried, one 
hundred pounds sterling, as an annual salary—the same which is allowed 
to a missionary by the London Scciety ; and as an outfit, a sum not ex- 
ceeding one year’s salary. 

For a western mission, the Board judged, from the information of 
which they were possessed, that the Caghnawaga tribe of Indians offer 
the most favorable prospect. And it was voted, ‘“ That this Board will 
pay particular attention to the condition of the Caghnawaga tribe of In- 
dians in Canada, and establish, as soon as practicable, a mission among 
them; and, to torward this design, that one hundred dollars be appropri- 
ated to aid the education of Eleazar Williams, a native of that tribe, and 
his preparation to enter on that mission ; and that this hundred dollars 
be paid in the (— year, and be committed to the management of the 
Rev. Dr. Joseph Lyman, and the Rev. Richard S. Storrs.” 

These measures were adopted in the confidence, under Providence, 
that the Christian public, in this country, would not be™backward to 
supply the funds necessary for carrying them into efiect. 

At the same meeting, two other young gentlemen, members of the 
Divinity College, at Andover, viz. Messrs. James Richards and Edward 
Warner, offered themselves as candidates for the missionary service, and 
solicited to be taken under the patronage and direction of the American 
Board. Upon the ground of a formal recommendation from the Profes- 
sors of the Divinity College, the Board very cheerfully accepted the pro- 
posal of the two young gentlemen, and took them under their patronage, 
on condition, that they completc their course at the seminary agreeably 
to its constitution. 

This communication from the Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, is respectfully submitted tothe General Association of Connecti- 
cut, and to the General Association of Massachusetts Proper, with an 
earnest request, that the exertions of those venerable bodies may be 
continued, and that their prayers may ascend in union with those of this 
Board to the Great Head of the church, that he would add his blessing 
tothe humble endeavors of his servants, and open an effectual door for 
the spread of his gospel, until all the nations of the earth shall embrace 
his truth, and be made the partakersof his great salvation. 

JOHN TREADWELL, President. 
A true copy from the. Minutes of the Board, 
Attest, CALVIN CHAPIN, Recording Secretary. 
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The following persons were elected Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions, for the year ensuing, viz. The Hon. John Treadwell, 
the Hon. Jedidiah Huntington, the Rev. Timothy Dwight, D. D. 
and the Rev. Calvin Chapin. 

The Association went into an enquiry respecting the state of 
religion within their limits, &c. 

Tuurspay, June 18. 

The Rev. Messrs. Beecher, Perry, and Parker were appointed 
a Committee, to devise means for the promotion of Foreign Mis- 
sions, and to make report to the next General Association. 

Voted, That of the money annually paid to the Treasurer of 
the General Association, by the several district Associations, 
so much as shall be necessary to defray the expense of printing 
the minutes be appropriated to that purpose ; and that the resi- 
due be divided among the several delegates from the Association, 
in proportion to the distance from their several places of residence 
to the places of meeting of the ecclesiastical bodies to which 
theyre delegated ; unless such sum shall exceed the allowance 
heretofore made to Delegates. | 

The Rev. Messrs Alden, Dutton, and Perry were appointed a 
Committee to devise measures to defray the expenses of Dele- 
gates to the several ecclesiastical bodies in connection with this 
Association, and to report to the next the General Association. 

A Letter from the Trustees of a proposed Seminary, chosen by 
4 Convention formed by Orange and Coos Associations, in Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire, was read, as follows : 


DEAR BRETHREN, Bath, NV: H. May 18, 1812. 


Permit us to call your attention to an interesting and important subject. 

A young man, from this vicinity, has for several years been a student 
at two theological seminaries in Europe. Being introduced to some gen- 
tlemen of benevolent feelings, who conceived that his native country 
might be benefitted by similar institutions, they offered to become donors 
toa considerable amount, on condition of obtaining the co-operation of 
approved characters in New-England. After receiving many letters on 
this subject, the individuals to whom they were addressed, invited the 
churches in the Orange and Coos Associations to meet in convention by 
their pastors and delegates to confer on the subject. 

The Convention met at Piermont, N. H. on the first Tuesday of August 
past. It was there unanimously resolved that the establishing of an insti- 
tution for the gratis education of young men, of promising abilities, for 
the gospel ministry, was a desirable and practical object. It was resol- 
ved to commit the management of the proposed seminary to twelve trus- 
tees, not more than eight of whom should be ordained ministers. Five 
of the trustees were then chosen, viz. Asa Burton, D. D. Stephen Ful- 
ler, David Sutherland, Charles Marsh and Joseph Foord. The other 
seven to be chosen by the Convention at some future meeting. Commit- 
tees were appointed to draft a constitution, and a letter to the churches, 
The Convention adjourned to meet at Norwich in October following. 

At the adjourned meeting, it was deemed advisealle to postpone the 
adoption of a constitution for one year, during which time several com- 
mittees were directed to digest and bring one to maturity. ‘The Board ot 
Trustees were likewise instructed to make a communication to the Gen- 
eral Associations of Connecticut and Massachustts, giving them informa- 
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tion respecting the proposed seminary, inviting their co-operation, and 
requesting a Gelegation trom their Bodies at the next meeting of the 
Convention. 

Pursuant to these instructions, we have stated to you the general ob- 
ject ; and we hereby invite you, by one or more delegates, to meet with 
the Convention, to assist at the adoption of a Constitution, and to advise 
respecting any other measure which youmay judge necessary to promote 
the general object in view. It meets on the third Wednesday of October 
next, at the house of Gen. Forbes, Windsor, Vermont. 

It may be necessary, here to remark, that the proposed seminary can- 
not interfere with the concerns of any institution in New-England. Col- 
Jeges educate those only who are abie to support themselves. This is 
ccsigned for those who are unable to defray the expenses of an education. 
‘Tine only seminary to which it can bear any resemblance, is the divinity 
College at Andover. ‘Towards itthe ‘'rustees bear the most cordial good 
will, and sincerely bid it God speed. ‘They are of opinion, however, 
that young men of genius and piety, might be qualified to become plain 
and dseful preachers of the gospel, by a more brief process than the 
rules of that truly respectable institution require. In the new settle- 
ments on the frontier parts of our country, high literary acquirements are 
of very little use either to the preacher or his hearers ; and men of 

very superior refinement, would rarely be willing to endure the hard- 
ships, privations, and inconveniencies, incidez:t to such situations, 

When you reflect cn the very numerous piaces in our northern and 
western regions that are entirely destitute of religious instruction, except 
that kind of it that causes to err; how many vacancies remain unsup- 
plied ;—how great the demand of our Missionary Societies, for mission- 
aries, not only to be employed in our country, but among the heathen ;— 
when you consider there are many pious young men, of promising abili- 
ties in many parts of the country, who, whilst they are unable to raise 
themselves above the level of a common school education, would, if ed- 
ucated, make very useful men, we doubt not that you will do all you can 
to promote the olyect before us. 


By order of the Trustees, 
DAVID SUTHERLAND, Secretary. 
Moderator of the General Associaticn of Connecticut, 
Tobe communicated. 


The Rev. Jonathan Miller was appointed to preach the Concio 
ad Clerun:, at the Commencement in New Haven, September 
next. 

The Rev. Messrs. Andrew Yates, Moses C. Welsh, and Cal- 
vin Chapin were appoiuted a Committee, to consider the follow- 
ing Question, referred to this body, by New Haven West Asso- 
ciation, vc. “ What is the standing of a dismissed Mimister, and 
to whom is he amenable ?” and to report to the next General As- 
sociation on the subject. 

The Rev. Messrs. Elijah Parsons, Timothy Dwight, and Jc- 
seph Vaill were appointed a Committee, to consider the follow- 
ing Question referred to this body, by Litchfield South Associa- 
tion, vic. “Is it lawful for members of the Church to eat at 
common meals with an excommunicated person ?” and to report 
to the next General Association on the subject. 

Voted, That when a member of any district Association, or a 
candidate for the gospel ininistry, wishes to connect himself with 
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any other ecclesiastical body, he shall first obtain a dismission 
from the Association to which he is amenable, in order to unite 
himself with that body. 

The Rev. Jehu Clark reported a summary statement of the 
number, &c. of deaf and dumb persons, which report was acce 
ted and ordered to be put on file. The number reported is 74. 

The Committee, appointed “ to examine the report respecting 
the proceedings of Tolland Consnciation, &c., and to draw up, for 
the consideration of this Association such votes as may be proper to 
be passed by the Association, &c.” reported sundry resolutions 
which were adopted by the Association, as follows : 


Resolved, 1. That the Consociation of Tolland County was regularly 
formed, when they dismissed and deposed the late Rev. Abiel Abbot. 

Resolved, 2, That the first Church in Coventry is a member of ‘Tolland 
Consociation, and has been sych from the formation of that body. 

Resolved, 3. That the late Rev. Abiel Abbot was, of right, considcred 
and treated as belonging and amenable to Tolland Consociation. 

Resolved, 4. That in the late proceedings at Coventrv, the Elders and 
Churches of Tolland County have, inthe o, inion of the General Associa- 
tion, borne a judicious, faithful, and highly commendable testimony to the 
truth as it is in Jesus. 

Resolved, 5. That, according to the firm belief of this General Asso- 
ciation, a denial of the deity of Jesus Christ is heresy. 

Resolved, 6. ‘That the exclusion from Christian communion, and from 
the ministerial office, for heresy, is neither an attempt to bind the con- 
science in matters of faith, nora violation of Christian charity ; but an 
act, which that charity imperiously demands; and an article of discipline, 
which the principles of agreement among the consociated Churches 
require them to pefform. 

esolved, 7. That the General Association view, with much surprise 
and regret, the coming and the acts of the Council at Coventry, on the 
Sth day of June, 1811. 

Resolved 8 ‘That the mere want of “ satisfactory evidence, that a 
Consociation ever existed in Tolland County” furnished no justifying 
reason to the Council of June 5th, for acting at all in the affairs of Mr. 
Abbot and his congregation; both because the Council had no sufficient 
means in their power of determining this fact, and because the mere 
want of evidence cannot be a foundation for acting in any Case, especial- 
ly in a case of such importance. 

Resolved, 9. ‘That it is inconsistent with all principles of ecclesiastical 
order for Ministers and Churches, belonging to another body, and another 
State, to act, as an ecclesiastical Council, in the affairs of any consociated 
Church in this State, without a previous request, or, at least, consent, of 
the Consociation with which such Church is connected, formally declared . 

Resolved, 10. That a profession of faith, made in the words ot scrip- 
ture, is no definite exhibition of the real faith of the professor: since all 
persons, who acknowledge the divine origin of the scriptures, would, 
although some of them are in their faith directly opposed to others, make 
the same profession in the same words. 

Resolved, 11. That the decision of the Council, ‘‘ that the relation 
between Mr. Abbot and the ecclesiastical Society, with which he was 
connected, was not annulled by the act of Tolland Consociation,” was a 
decision which the Council was not authorized to make: since they had 
neither power nor right to examine the proceedings of the Consociation ; 
nor to sit as judges over that ecclesiastical judicatory ; and since, if they 
had had such right, these proceedings were not before them, nor was the 
Conscciation either heard or represented. 
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Resolved, 12. That the circumstances under which the Council of 
June 5th was convened, and the nature of its result, constrain the Genera} 
Association to consider its proceedings not only as unprecedented, but as 
disrespectful to the Churches of Connecticut,—as an invasion of evangel- 
jcal order,—as an effort to justify heresy,—and as a public and solemn 
declaration, that there can be neither ministerial nor Christian fellowship 
between themselves and the consociated Churches and Pastors. 


The Committee, appointed “to prepare a summary account of 
the state of religion, &c.” made a report which was accepted, as 
follows : 


The Committee, to whom it was referred to take minutes concerning 
the state of religion, beg leave to submit the following report. 


Although the General Association find cause of humiliation, on ac. 
count of the stupidity and lukewarmness which prevail in many of the 
churches ; and on account of the increasing prevalence of vice in some 
parts of the State ; yet we have reason to rejoice and be thankful, for 
the abundant evidence, that God has not forsaken us. ‘Througli his 
goodness the churches generally enjoy a state of tranquillity, and appear to 
be growing in evangclical knowledge, and walking in the faith and order 
of the gospel. No new errors have arisen the past year, and such as 
have heretofore existed, appear not to have increased. Additions to the 
churches have been considerable, though not so great as in some former 
years. In most places, a decent and respectful attention has been paid, 
to the institutions of religion, And while we have to lament, the breach 
which has been made upon the churches, by the death of some of our fa- 
thers and brethren, and the dismissal of others ; we rejoice, that most of the 
congregations are supplied with pastors, and especially that some which 
have for a long time been destitute are now furnished with the stated 
ministrations of gospel ordinances. 

But we especially rejoice to learn that in several towns in the State, 
God is appearing in his glory to build up Zion, In Middletown, Berlin, 
Cornwall, Kent and Groton there have recently been copious effusions of 
the Holy Spirit. ‘The people of God have enjoyed a season cf refresh- 
ing from his presence, and many, who, but a short time since, were in 
the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity, are now rejoicing in hope and 
siving evidence, that they have passed from death unto lite. In New- 

lilford, New-Preston, South Farms, South Canaan, South Britain and 
Reading, revivals have also apparently commenced : and in many other 
places, particularly, throughout a considerable portion of Litchfield 
county, there are tokens for good. Christians appearto be waking from 
their slumbers. God’s people take pleasure in the stones, and favor the 
dust of Zion, which gives us strong reason to hope that the time, yea, the set 
time to favor her has come. Here and there one is hopefully brought into 
the kingdom of Christ, and others are anxiously enquiring what they must 
do to be saved. We desire to notice with peculiar thankfulness, these 
tokens of God’s returning presence in the churches, after a period of such 
general declension. “ Lo! this is our God, we have waited for him and 
he willsave us—this is the Lord, we have waited for him, we will be glad 
and rejoice in his salvation.” 

It is with great satisfaction that the General Association learn, that 
the subject of Foreign Missions has excited so much interest and received 
so liberal a patronage in this State. ‘he missionarv zeal which was kin- 
dled in Great Britain, has crossed the Atlantic, and the good people of this 
State are “awaking to the interests of Asia, and of five hun millions 
of people buried inignorance and sin.” And it would be unpardonable to 
overlook the tokens of God’s approbation of the missionary spirit, mat 
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fested in the revival of religion at home, in proportion to the exertions 
which have been made to spread the aad glee We joyfully hail 
these exertions as a eA oe of that glorious day, when Christ shall 
have the heathen for his inheritance and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for his possession, 

By the delegation from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church, 
we are happy to learn that although vice, immorality and error abound 
in many places within their limits, yet union, harmony and peace pre- 
vail throughout their churches; that there is an increased attention to 
the institutions of religion ; that infidelity, though not entirely banished, 
affects obscurity and concealment from the light of the gospel, and that 
in some places, especially within the Presbyteries of Geneva, Cayuga, 
Oneida, Columbia, Hudson, Jersey, New-Brunswick, Harmony mn Mi. 
ami, the special influences of the Spirit have been witnessed in more or 
less copious effusions. 

From Massachusetts we receive the pleasing intelligence, that the in- 
terests of truth and evangelical religion are, on the whole, gaining ground ; 
that those who love the Lord Jesus and who hope for salvation through 
the merits of his atonement, are becoming more and more united ; that 
the spirit of missions extensively prevails and is connected with very sal- 
utary effects; and that God is pouring out his Spirit, and reviving his 
work in several places. We especially rejoice to hear of a great and 
good work lately begun in the Coilege at Williamstown. More than half 
the students in that seminary, it is hoped, are now the subjects of true @ 
religion. The other students, with few exceptions, appearto be serious- 
ly impressed. . 

By the delegation from New-Hampshire, we learn that although in the 
Northern parts of that State anda considerable section of the Eas- 
tern, there are many towns which are not supplied with stated, regular 
preaching ; and although alarming errors are propagated with , yet 
in some parts of the State, the interests of religion wear a very favora- 
ble aspect. Many of the churches during the past year have been visited 
with effusions of divine grace and have been greatly enlarged. 

On the whole, while we would lament the sins which prevail in this 
State, and — our land, and while we would humble ourselves under 
the mighty hand of God, in view of those recent marks of his displeas- 
ure in the pestilence, the fire and the earthquake ; yet we would rejoice 
that in wrath he is remembering mercy. We rejoice that we live ina 
day when the Christian world is awaking from the sleep of ages, and 
when there are increasing tokens of the coming and kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Let these considerations stimulate us to zeal in our 
Master’s service ; let us be stedfast, unmoveabdle, always abounding in 

y= = of the Lord, knowing that our labor shall not be in vain in the 
rd. 


‘The Committee, appointed on the subject of the excessive and 
intemperate use of ardent spirits, reported the following recom- 
mendations and address, which were adopted by the Association: 


































The General Association of Connecticut, taking into consideration the 
undue consumption of ardent spirits in this State ; the enormous sacrifice 
of property annually made in this way ; the consequent alarming preva- 
lence of intemperance ; the deadly effect of this sin upon health and intel- 
lect, upon families and societies, upon our civil and religious institutions, 
and especially its influence to render ineffectual the means of grace and tu 
bring upon the souls of men everlasting destruction, have considered it as 
their duty to submit to the churches and congregations under their care 
the following recommendations. 

1. It is recommended to all the ministers in connection with this Associa- 
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tion, that by appropriate discourses on the subject, the endeavor to call 
up the attention of their people, and impress their minds with a sense of 
the evils of intemperance, and the importance of uniting their efforts to 
effect a reformation, or at least to prevent the accumulation of these 
evils. 

2. And that example may give efficacy to precept, it is recommended 
to the district associations in this State, to abstain from the use of ardent 
spirits at their various ecclesiastical meetings. 

3. To the members of our churches it is recommended that on this sub- 
ject they avoid the very appearance of evil, and that they carefully ab- 
stain both from the unlawful vending of spirits, and from purchasing and 
drinking spirits where they are sold in contravention of the law ; that they 
exercise over one another a careful vigilance, and administer faithfully, 
when necessary, brotherly admonition, and maintain in reference to this 
subject an efficient discipline ; that it be understood also that civility does 
not require, and expediency does not permit the production of ardent 
spirits as a part of hospitable entertainment in social visits. 

4. To parents and all heads of families, it is earnestly recommended, 
that they dispense with the ordinary use of ardent spirits in their families; 
that they early and often admonish those under their care of the evils of 
intemperance, of their danger of falling into the ways in which they are 
liable to be overcome, and that they restrain them as far as may be from 

places of temptation. 

5. To Farmers, Mechanics and Manufacturers we recommend earnest 
and prudent éxertion to diminish the quantity of ardent spirits consumed 
in their several employments, by the substitution of other palatable and 
nutritious drinks, and by giving an additional compensation, if necessary, 
to laborers who will dispense entirely with the use of ardent spirits. 

6. Toextend information and impress the public mind on this subject, it 
is further recommended, that special efforts be made to circulate pamph- 
lets and tracts calculated to efiect this purpose, particularly a sermon by 
the Rev. E. Porter, and a phamphlet on the same subject by Dr. Rush, of 
Philadelphia. 

7. It is recommended that voluntary Asscciations be formed in the 
different towns and societies of the State, to aid the civil magistrates in the 
execution of the law, and to exert their influence according to their best 
discretion for the removal of this growing evil. 


And that these practical measures, may not be rendered _ ineffectual, 
the Association do most earnestly entreat of their brethren in the ministry, 
of the members of our churches, and of all persons who lament and de- 
sire to check the progress of this evil, that they neither express nor in- 
dulge, the melancholy apprehension that nothing can be done on this sub- 
ject; a prediction eminently calculated to paralize exertion and be- 
come the disastrous cause of its own fulfiiment. For what if the refor- 
mation of drunkards be hopeless, may we not stand between the living 
and the dead, and pray and labor with effect to stay the spreading 
plague ? And what if some will perish after all that can be done, shall 
we make no efforts to save any from destruction, because we may not be 
able to turn away every one from the path of ruin ? 


But how are we assured that nothing can be done? Is it impossible for 
God to reform and save us? Has he made known his pu to give us 
over to destruction ? Has he been accustomed to withhold his blessing from 
humble efforts made to rescue men from the dominion of sin? Have not 
all past efforts for reformation commenced under circumstances of app 
rent discouragement, and all great achievments usually begun in little 
things? The kingdom of heaven was itself in the beginning as a grain of 
mustard seed, and the apostles, had they consulted appearances only, 
had never made an effort to enlighten the world. 


Immense evils, we are persuaded, afflict communities, not because 
J L ’ 
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they are incurable, but because they are tolerated ; and great good re- 
mains often unaccomplished, merely because it is not attempted. 

If the evil, however, were trivial, or the means of its prevention ardu- 
ous and uncertain, despondency would be less criminal. But it isa was- 
ting consumption fastening upon the vitals of society ; a benumbing pal- 
sy extending to the extremities of the body ; a deep and rapid torrent, 
bearing the wreck of nations in its course, and undermining rapidly the 
foundations of our own. It is a case, therefore, of life and death ; and 
what we do must be done quickly ; for while we deliberate, our strength 
decays, and our foundations totter. 

Let the attention of the public then be called up to this subject. Let 
ministers, and churches, and parents, and magistrates, and physicians, 
and allthe friends of civil and religious order unite their counsels and 
their efforts, and make a fanhful experiment; and the word and the 
providence cf God afford the most consoling ate. 98 of success. 

Our case is indeed an evil one, but it is not hopeless. Unbelief and 
sloth may ruin us, but the God of heaven, if we distrust not his mercy 
and tempt him not by neglecting our duty, will help us, we doubt not, to 
retrieve our condition, and totransmit to our children the precious in- 
heritance received from our fathers. 

* The spirit of missions which is pervading the State, and the effusions of 
the Holy Spirit in revivals of religion, are blessed indications that God 
has not forgotten to be gracious. 

With these encouragements to exertion, shall we stand idle? Shall we 
bear the enormous tax of our vices ; more than sufficient to support the 
Gospel, the civil government of the State, and every school and literary 
institution ? Shall we witness around us the fall of individuals ; the mis- 
ery of families; the war upon health and intellect, upon our religious 
institutions and civil order, and upon the souls of men, without an effort to 
prevent the evil? Who is himself secure of life in the midst of such 
contagion ? And what evidence have we that the plague will not break 
into our own families, and that our chikiren may not be among the vic- 
tims, who shall suffer the miseries of life and the pains of eternal death 
through our sloth and unbelief ? 

Had a foreign army invaded our land, to plunder our property and 
take away our liberty, should we tamely bow tothe yoke and give up 
without a struggle ? If a band of assassins were scattering poisoniand 
filling the land with widows and orphans, would they be suffcred, without 
molestation, toextend from year to year the work of death? Ifour streets 
swarmed with venemous reptiles and beasts cf prey, would our children 
be bitten and torn in peices before our eyes, 2nd no efforts be made tu 
expel these deadly intruders? But intemperance is that invading er- 
emy preparing chains for us ; intemperance is that band cf assassins scat- 
tering poison and death ; intemperance is that assemblage of reptiles 
and beasts of prey, destroying in our streets the lambs of the flock. 

‘Lo conclude, if we make a united exertion and fail of the good inten- 
ced, nothing will be lost by the exertion, we can but die, and it will be 
glorious to perish in such an effort. But if, as we confidently expect, it 
shall please the God of our fathers to give us the victorv, we May secure 


to millions the blessings of the life that now is, and the ceaseless blessings 
ef the life to come. 


The Rev. Messrs. Lyman Beecher, Aaron Dutton, and Na- 
than Perkins, D. D. were appointed a Committce of eorrespon- 
dence on the subject of preventing the intemperate use of ardent 
spirits. 

Voted, That 1000 copies of the report of practical measures, to 


— the intemperate use of ardent spirits, be printed in hand- 
vills. 
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Minutes of the General Association. [Juny, 


Voted, That, in the opinion of this Association, the licensing 
of candidates for the ministry, by Committees of Associations, is 
inexpedient, on various accounts; and that it be recommended 
to the several Associations of this state, that they do not hereaf. 
ter delegate this power to Committees. 

The letter from the Convention formed by the Associations of 
Coos and Orange, requesting the appointment of a Delegate to 
the Convention, to confer on the subject of the contemplated 
Theological Seminary, was taken into consideration ; Whereupon, 
the Rev. ‘Timothy Dwight, D. D. was chosen Delegate to that 
Convention, to meet the third Wednesday of October next, at 
the house of Gen. Forbes in Windsor, Vermont; and the Rev. 
Lyman Beecher was chosen his substitute. 

The Committee, appointed by the last General Association, “to 
enquire into the expediency of settling ministers for a limited 
time,” made a report which was accepted as follows : 


The Committee of the General Association, to whom was referred, for 
consideration, the expediency of settling ministers for a limited time, 
beg leave to report the following opinions, as the result of their enqui- 
ries concerning this subject. 


1. That the practice of settling ministers for a limited time commen- 
ced, in this State, when it was customary for parishes, to give their minis- 
ters a sum of money, under the name of a settlement; and that the 
design cf this scheme was to prevent such, as might be dismissed, from 
finally appropriating, to themselves, a greater portion of such settlements, 
than the parishes might think equitabie, and to remove obstacles to the 
dismission of those ministers who might be disagreeable to their parish- 
igners. 

2. That ministers, according to this scheme, have been usually set- 
tled upon these, or similar condifions; that whenever, at a period mu- 
tually agreed on, notice should be given, either by the minister or his 

rishoners, the party giving the notice should be at liberty to recede 
rom the contract. 

3. That this scheme of settling a minister places the dissolution of the 
contract between him and his parishioners chiefly in the power of the 
contracting parties, and, to a great extent, removes it from under the 
control of an ecclesiastical council. te. 

4, That in consequence of this fact, the bands of ecclesiastical disci- 
pline will, (we think) be gradually loosened, and the solemn business of 
placing a minister over a congregation, and of committing them to his 
charge, be finally left in the hands of the contracting parties, in direct 
contradiction, as we apprehend, to the order of Christ’s house. 

5. That to young ministers a temptation will, in this manner, be often 
presented to seek for more advantageous livings, than those, into which 
they have been inducted, and for places, in which their ambition will be 
more gratified. ; 

6. That this scheme will naturally prevent the affection and union, 
which ought mutually to exist between a minister and his people, by i- 
ducing them to consider him, and him to consider himself, rather as 2 
sgjourner among them, than as a settled minister. : 

7. ‘That the instability thus introduced into the church, in so prominent 
a feature of its constitutiog, may, nct unnaturally, be extended to every 
thing of an ecclesiastical nature, and may produce all the unhappy ef- 
fects, which spring from a fluctuating state of things, in every form of 
human society. 
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8. That where ministers are advanced in life, they are by this scheme 
made liable, after a long course of the most faithful and useful labors, to 
be turned out into the world, without any means of future support, es- 
pecially, as ministerial salaries, in this State, rarely amount to any. thin 
more, than a bare living. A case, which contradicts every principle « 
religion, justice, and humanity. - 

9. That similar injustice will, at times, be practised with respect to 
younger ministers, in small circumstances, since, when compelled té re- 
move, they will be unable to meet the expense, without extreme diffi- 
culty. 

10. That a door is opened, in this manner, to contention, when other- 
wise it would not have been thought of. ; 

A mind naturally discontented ; a personal pique, either against the 
minister, or any of his friends ; the desire of being at the head of a par- 
ty ; or other similar causes will, in this case, awaken not unfrequently, 
serious Controversies, where, on the other plan of settling ministers gen- 
erally customary in this State, permanent peace might fairly be expected. 

11. On ministers settled according to this scheme, the confidence of 
their parishioners will not easily rest, as it cannot but be known that they 
may remove upon a short warning : jealousy will ever be awake concern- 
ing this subject, and where such Jealousy exists, the blessings usually de- 
rived from whatis appropriately termed theinfluence of a good minister, 
(blessings which your Committee think of prime value,) will never be 
realized by the parishoners. 

12. That the end, which was inthe view of those, among whom this 
scheme commenced, has almost, or entirely ceased, since a settlement 
is very rarely given ; and this being ordinarily the only plea for the prac- 
tice, the practice ought to cease with it. 

13. ‘To prevent this report from extending beyond a reasonable length, 
your Committee beg leave to observe generally, that churches and con- 
gregations will usually suffer more evils from this scheme of settling min- 
isters, than ministers themselves ; they will be more liable to contentions, 
than on the ancient plan ; will be oftener, and for longer periods, de- 
prived of the ordinances of the gospel ; will incur greater expense ; will 
be more easily blowa about by every wind of doctrine ; will be more 
exposed to sectarian incursions and corruptions ; will be gradually alien- 
ated from the house of God and the observation of the Sabbath ; and will 
be in the utmost danger of being finally turned away from the path of life — 

With these considerations in view, your Committee beg leave to subjoin, 
that although extraordinary cases may possibly occur, in which an eccle- 
siastical council may justly think itself warranted to consent to the settle- 
ment of a minister for a limited time, they must be very rare ; and in all 
other cases, your Committec are of opinion, that this mode of settlement 
ought to be steadily discouraged by every friend of religion. 

TIMOTHY DWIGHT, , 
AARON DUTTON, ° $“2mmittee. 


The following persons were appointed to certify the regular 
standing of preacherg travelling from this into other parts of the 
United States, viz. Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. William 
Robinson, Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. John Elliot, Joseph Strong, 
D. D. Isaac’ Lewis, D. D. David Ely, D. D. Moses C. Welch, 
D. D. Samel J. Mills, Azel Backus, D. D. Frederic W. Hotch- 
kiss, and Nathan Wiliams, D. D. 

The following persons were chosen receivers of money in their 
several Associations, for the treasury of the General Association, 
vis. Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland, William Robinson, Samuel, 
Merwin, Timothy P. Gillet, Samuel Nott, Roswel R. Swan, 
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Elijah Waterman, Zebulon Ely, Charles Prentiss, Azel Backus, 
David D. Field, and Ephraim T. Woodruff. 


List of unsettled ministers in the State, and of licentiates from 
the several Associations, viz. Of unsettled ministers, Rev. Messrs, 
David Avery, Munsfield ; Simon Backus, Bridgeport ; Jonathan 
Bartlett, Reading ; Gershom Bulkley, Middletown; Samuel 
Camp, Ridgefield ; Aaron Cleveland, Hartford ; James Dana, 
D. D. New Haven; John Hyde, Franklin; Calvin Ingals Staf. 
ford ; Gordon Johnson, Killingly ; Walter King, Norwich ; 
William Lockwood, Glastenbury ; William I, Miller, Windsor ; 
Samucl Munson, Huntington; John Noyes, Weston; Samuel 
Stebbins, Simsbury ; Samuel Sturges, Danbury ; Zephaniah Swift, 
Roxbury ; John Taylor, Enfield ; Daniel Waldo, Suffield ; si. 
mon Waterman, Plymouth ; Elijah G, Welles, Sterling ; Worthing. 
ton Wright, Woodbury. Of licensed candidates, Messrs. Daniel 
Banks, Weston ; William Belden, Weston; Jonathan Bird, Ber. 
lin; Asa Blair, Blanford ; John Clark, Washington; Chester 
Colton, Hartford; John G. Dorrance, Brooklyn ; Matthew B. 
Dutton, New Haven ;. Asahel Gaylord, Norfolk ; Nathan Gros- 
venor, Sturbridge; Nathaniel Hewit, New London; Daniel 
Huntington, New London; Bela Kellogg, New Haven; Francis 
King, Vernon; Amasa Loomis, East Windsor; John Marsh, 
Wethersfield ; Alfred Mitchel, Wethersfield ; Asahel Nettleton, 
Killingworth ; Henry Sherman, New Haven; Joseph reat, 
New Milford; Hezekiah G. Ufford, Stratford. 


The report of the Committee, appointed “ to enquire respecting 
the Eastern Association of Windham County,” was accepted as 
follows : 


he Committee, afijpointed by the General Association of Connecticut at 
their session in June 1811, to enquire respecting the Eastern Asso- 
ciation of Windham county, beg leave to report : 


Having deliberately and minutely examined the subject committed to 
their consideration, they perceive that their opinions concerning it must be 
formed on the unquestionable, and in the present case, as they conceive 
the only admissible evidence of written documents to which they find ac- 
cess. 

It appears to your Committee that said Eastern Association cf Wind- 
ham county, was legitimately constituted, that it does regularly exist, 
and is entitled to a representation in the General Association. 


WILLIAM LYMAN, 
JOSEPH STRONG, Committee. 
ABEL M‘EWEN, 


Voted, That the next meeting of the General Association be 
at W:.tertown, at the house of the Rev. Uriel Gridley, the third 
Tuesday of June 1813, at 11 o’clock A. M. 


After a prayer by the Rev. John P. Campbell, adjourned 
sine die. 
ANDREW YATES, Saeribe. 
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Teter from Dr. Carcy to Dr. | 
Rogers. 


Tue following letter was re- 
ceived within the course of a 
few days past, by the person to 
whom it was addressed from 
the Rev. Dr. Carry, Missiona- 
ry in Bengal and Professor in 
the College at Calcutta. Its 
publication needs no apolo- 
fy, aS its important contents 
are-of the most interesting 
kind to society in general, and 
to the religious world in partic- 
ular. Instead of wars, DESO- 
LATIONS and BLOOD, how grati- 
fying to have the mind relieved 
in a perusal of those victories 
obtaind by tHe cross. Liber- 
ty having been obtained for its 
publication, it is desirable that 
the circulation should become 
general. 

A FRIEND TO MISSIONS. 


Catcurra, Oct. 10, 1811. 


Rev. Dr. Rogers, Philad’a. 
MY DEAR BROTHER, 


I wave but a few minutes 
to write in, which I must catch 
while I sit in college. The 
ship by which I send this has 
been here along time, and now 
its departure is sudden. 

I have written to Mr. Ral- 
ston, who has very kindly in- 
terested himéelf,in a way which 
calls for our gratitude, for the 
work in which we are engaged. 
I have given him an account of 
our progress in the work of 
translating and printing the 
word of God, which I suppose 
you will see. I am happy to 
say that the Lord has enabled 
us to persevere in the work, 
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beyond any thing that we at 
first expected, or even hoped 
for. I do not think it impossi- 
ble now, that I may live to see 
the Bible translated and pub- 
lished in the greater part of the 
languages spoken in the East. 
The Lord has been very gra- 
cious in raisin up laborers in 
this work. There are about 
ten persons, formerly Idoia- 
ters or Mussulmans, who now 
preach the Gospel of our Re- 
deemer, and seven others, na- 
tive Portuguese or Armenians 
who are either called to the 
work of the ministry, or are 
now on trial for it. Two of our 
native brethren, Hindoos, are 
employed in Calcutta and its 
precincts, where they preach 
at twelve or fourteen different 
places every week, and have 
been the instruments of the 
conversion of many. Indeed I 
think they are the most useful 
persons now employed in the 
work of God at Calcutta, or in 
India. Calcutta is now a very 
different place from what it 
was, for the voice of prayer 
and praise is now to be heard in 
almost all parts of it. The 
number already baptized this 
year in Calcutta is fifty or more, 
and there is a prospect of six 
or seven being added to the 
church every month for some 
months tocome. Persons who 
}were formerly of the most 
{profligate character, now walk 
{so as to bring honor to the 
gospel. 

I trust the Lord will ena- 
ble us to extend missions to 
other countries in a very little 
time. We were enabled last 
year to begin one in Orissa, and 
this year to sendBrothers Cham- 
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and even extend our Jabors far 


‘berlain and Peacock to Agra. 
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We have it in contemplation to 
send brother Cornish, a young 
man who has devoted himself to 
the work of God, to Amboyna, 
where I find there are several 
thousand Malays who are nom- 
inal Christians, but have now no 
one to care for their souls. We 
also intend to send brother Ro- 
binson to the island of Java— 
Indeed these two brethren will 
in all probability soon sail for 
the place chosen for them. We 
shall then have six Missions in 
the East. Indeed we may al- 
most say seven, for a YounG OF- 
FICER IN THE ARMY, whom God 
has stirred up to labor in his 
work, is stationed in the Mahrat- 
ta country, where he uses all his 
endeavors to spread the Gospel 
of our Redeemer. Thus the 
cause of Christ spreads,the little 
leaven diffuses itself through 
the mass, and the grain of mus- 
tard seed grows, and promises 
to become a tree. 
Notwithstanding all our en- 
couragement, the prospect is 
still very gloomy on every side. 
There are still several countries 
into which the gospel has yet 
made no entrance : Cabul, Cash- 
meera, Nepala, Bootan, Assam, 
Arakan, Siam, ‘Tonquin, Cam- 
bodia, and Molacca, on the Con- 
tinent ; and only one Missiona- 
ry in China ;, he is also scarcely 
in the country : besides the nu- 
merous and vast Islands in the 
Indian Seas. In these Islands 
we know not how many or what 
languages are spoken, and in- 
deed we can scarcely enumerate 
all the Islands. There are ma- 
ny of them in which there are 
a good number of professing 
Christians, who, underthe Dutch 
government in those Islands, 
teok upon them the Christian 
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name. We also know that the 
Malay Language is spoken by 
the Malays, who are to be found 
in smaller or greater numbers 
in all the Islands and scarcely 
belong to any. The Bible is 
printed in that language, and 
they may perhaps eventually be 
the medium of spreading the 
Gospel through the other nu- 
merous nations which jnhabit 
the Indian Archipelago. 

I suppose our Brethren Law- 
son and Johns, with the Sisters, 
must ere this have left America, 
for this country. We are in 
daily expectation of their arrival, 
and hope it will not be long de- 
layed. The renewal of the non- 
intercourse bill is a very dis- 
tressing- circumstance, as it 
greatly hinders that Christian 
intercourse which is so desira- 
ble, and tends so much to the 
mutual edification of Christians 
in different countries. 

You seem to think the trans- 
lation of the Bible into the lan- 
guages of the American Indians 
an impracticable work ; you are, 
it is true, on the spot, and can 
judge from circumstances ; but 
I cannot bring myself to think 
it impracticable, and I have had 
a little experience in the work 
of translation ; do make the tri- 
al yourself with an intelligent 
Indian, who understands Eng- 
lish, or if your avocations will 
not permit you to engage there- 
in personally, do use your influ- 
ence with some one who has 
leisure. Only let a fair trial be 
made, but do not conclude it to 
be impracticable till, at least 
twenty attempts have been made 
and have failed. It must be 
done some time, and happy the 
man who shall be the instru- 





ment of beginning it. 
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Accept the assurances of my 
warm Christian love to you, 
and let me hear from you at 
every opportunity. 

Yours affectionately, 

WILLIAM CAREY. 


ee ee 


Cork Bible Society. 


THE Third Report of the 
Cork Bible Society, the Bishop 
of Cork president, contains the 
following affecting statement : 

* Your Committee cannot 
conclude their Report without 
taking notice of a circumstance 
connected with this institution, 
which they think particularly 
worthy of being recorded. In 
the month of April last, some 
poor Welsh sailors solicited 
from the Rev. Mr. Fleming the 
use of his meeting-house in 
Cook-street, for the purpose of 
having divine worship in their 
own language. Hearing that 
there was a Bible Soeiety in 
this city, they agreed to contri- 
bute somewhat in aid of its 
funds, as a testimony of grati- 
tude to the great Being who 


‘guides the mariner through | 


the trackless deep,’ and who 
had just conducted them in 
safety to their destined port. 
The fruit of their pious grati- 
tude to Heaven, was a_ collec- 
tion of one pound seventeen 
shillings, which was handed to 
the Secretary at the last annual 
Meeting, and is taken into ac- 
count. ; 

“ This truly interesting cir- 
cumstance seems a striking 
proof of the blessed effects to 
be expected from such a socie- 
ty. These poor mariners, be- 
longing toa class of people so 
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seldom acquainted With any 
thing but vice, had reaped in 
their own souls the benefits 
of the bounty of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, by 
means of which great numbers 
of copies of the Scriptures in 
the Welsh language had _ been 
distributed throughout their 
highly favored country. 

“ At a distance from their 
native land, unknowing and un- 
known, behold the pleasing 
spectacle of these pious sailors, 
instead of squandering their 
hardly earned, but scanty means, 
in the profligacy ani dissipation 
so usual- amongst persons. of 
their class, consulting how they § 
might best promote the caus¢ 
of God, and giving with a lib- 
erality, which must have called 
for self-denial in other respects, 
for the purpose of imparting 
religious instruction to total 
strangers—effects seldom wit- 
nessed, but where the heart as 
well as the understanding has 
felt the benign influence of 
Christianity ! Who, on reading 
such an instance of the genu- 
ine operation of religion, can 
withhold his-admiration ? Who, 
in devout acknowledgment of 
the hand of the Father of mer- 
cies, from whom every good 
gift proceedeth, can avoid ex- 
claiming, * What hath God 
wrought !” 

“ To the conductors of the 
British and Foreiga Bible So- 
ciety it will doubtless prove a 
high gratification to learn, io 
this: little: anecdote, that their 
work has been so blessed. of 
God, and that their ‘* bread, 
though cast upon the waters, 
has been thus found after many 
days.’ To the wealthy inhab- 
itants of this city and county 
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it sets a bright example, not 
however unaccompanied with a 
mild rebuke of the too general 
coldness of their zeal, and com- 
parative indifference about the 
best interests of their fellow 
men, when so small a propor- 
tion of the affluent and great 
are found to contribute out of 
their abundance to this first of 
charities ; andof even those who 
do lend pecuniary aid, so very 
few are induced to use the no 
Jess important means of per- 
sonal influence and exertion, for 
the dissemisation of the Holy 
Scriptures. 

“6 May all who read the above 
occurrence, so interesting to 
the friends of the Bible, catch 
a spark of that sacred fire 


hearts of those humble marin- 
ers! May we all obediently 
hear the voice of Him, who 
himself went about doing good, 
emphatically exhorting each 
individual amongst us, through 
their example, to a zealous im- 
itation of this distinguished 
work of faith !” 


—2_ +o 


Thefollowing are sentiments ex- 
pressed at a Meeting of the Bed- 
fordshire Auxthary Bible Soci- 
ety, by Samuel Whibread, Esq. 


“IT CANNOT express the | 
great delight and’ satisfaction I 
feel that 1 have this day, for the 
first time in the course ‘of my | 
life, seen publicly realized the | 
great maxims ofthe Gospel. 1 
have for the first time heard ac- 
knowledged that great incontro- 
vertible truth, without the re-: 
cognition of which human wis- 
dom is vain, that the Gospel of 


as 


Mr. Whitbread’s Sheech, 
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that it requires not the assistance 
of man to make it penetrate into 
the heart of man ; and that from 
the propagation of Divine know. 
ledge by Jesus Christ, down to 
the present day, it is the Gos. 
pel, and the Gospel alone, which 
is designed to speak to the heart, 
and thereby raise the soul to ey. 
erlasting glery. Gentlemen, it 
would ill become me to say 
much after so much has been 
said, and so well said, by those 
who have preceded me,-and 
whose peculiar province it is te 
propagate the great light which 
emerges from heaven, and to 
diffuse it among men ; but I 
may say that J have peculiar sat- 
isfaction ih witnessing the arri- 
val of this day among you. It 
has been one great object of my 
life to direct men to that great 
precept of Holy Writ, “ search 
the scriptures’—to discuss 
them for themselves: they were 
designed to be searched by every 
man for himself, that each might 
exercise his own judgment on 
the momentous truths therein 
contained. Gentlemen, I am 
speaking from the sincerity of 
my heart, from conviction, from 
experience of a life not short, not 
inactive, that in the Gospel is 
contained the compendium of 
all wisdom, as well as the ever- 
lasting source of immortal hap- 
piness ; and that if a man be tru- 
ly in- heart a Christian, if he 
fave cotirage to acknowledge 
himself such by word and by 
deed, if he will proceed to trans- 
act all his public and private con- 
cerns with the maxims of the 
Gospel in his hand, and engrave 
ed on his heart, the wisdom of 
the wisest who donot act on that 
system, will be confounded be- 





Christ is able to stand alone— 


fore him.” 
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Address of a Young Lady to her 
Cairo, June 15, A. D. 1812, 
REV. AND DEAR SiR, 

I communicate to you, for 
publication, if you think proper, 
the following address of a young 
lady who died 22d of May last. 
She was a member of the Pres- 
byterian church in this town. 
Her character appeared prom- 
ising to be an ornament to the 
church. Her death is greatly 
lamented. Having been seized 
with the consumption, her health 
and strength gradually decayed, 
until she became sensible that 
she had but a short time to live. 
In almost every stage of her 
disorder, her mind appeared 
cheerful and sevene. She had 
a strong desire to the very last, 
to do: something for the glory 
of God. With this very desi- 
rable object in view, she compo- 
sed the subsequent address de- 
siring me to read it to those who 
might be present, when [ should 
be called to attend her funeral. 
Listen to her voice as speaking 
from the dead. 

Ricewarp WitLIAMs. 


Brethren, Sisters and Fricnds, 


ROBABLY you are all 

some affected on this occa- 
sion, as the call is unto all * be 
ye also ready.” But you with 
whom I was particularly ac- 
quainted, cannot have reached 
this place, without reflecting 
that I with whom you used to 
be conversant, shall speak with 
you no more foreyer. Promp- 
ted by strong affections, I feel 
a desire to speak to you this 
once. Dear friends, a few 
months ago you saw me in the 
bloom of youth, active, spright- 
ly and healthful ; and, cheerful- 
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ness did not forsake me, during 
a number of months of illness, 
Death has now closed the scene, 
Look on me, O my friends, and 
see what death has done unto 
me! I cannot see you. These 
eyes which have gazed on many 
of you with much delight, have 
lost their lustre. ‘They are 
closed in death, and will never 
more be opened, to behold ob- 
jects by the light of this world, 
‘These. ears will listen to the 
sounds of your voices no more, 
This bosom can never mors 
heave a.sigh, for those of you 
left behind me, who are unpre- 
pared for the scene which I have 
just.witnessed. This. lump of 
clay will now be conveyed to 
the tomb, deposited in the earth, 
there to mingle with its mother 
dust, While life remained, this 
bosom throbbed with gratitude 
to the dear friends who exerted 
themselves in acts of kinduess 
during my last illness. I now 
entreat them to improve this 
stroke of Divine Providence, to 
their own spiritual interest. Do, 
my friends, each one, ask your- 
self, am I ready to die? AmI 
willing that my spirit should 
take its flight this moment into 
eternity ? 

Those of you, who are stil? 
impenitent, are not ready ; and 
cannot be willing.. Oh, how 
preposterous to live at ease, in 
such a dangerous situation.— 
Death may be sudden. Oh, let 
it not be unexpected. Remem- 
ber, few linger,as I did. Some 
die without a moment’s warning 
of their dissolution. Many are 
taken sick and senseless at the 
same time 3 and, in that man- 
ner, are hurried into eternity. 
Oh, give no sleep to your eyes, 
nor slumber to your eyelids til 
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you have made your peace with 
God. As for those of you 
who already believe, your sal- 
vation is now nearer than when 
you first believed. You have 
every thing to encourage you 
to be diligent in duty, and fer- 
vent in spirit. I trust you will 
remember our dear Lord’s 
words, * Watch, for you know 
not the hour that the son of man 
cometh.” 

May God Almighty have 
mercy upon this assembly, the 
Redeemer save you all by his 
merits; and the Holy Ghost 
sanctify and prepare you for 
heaven. Farewell. 

Hannan Brewster. 





OBITUARY. 


DiEp, at Philadelphia, Rev. Joun 
FREDERICK SCHMIDT, pastor of 
St. Michael’s Congregation. 

At Boston, (Mass.) on the 9th ult. 
Rev. Josepu S. BucKMINSTER, 
aged 27, pastor of the church in 
Brattle Street. A sermon was de- 
livered at his interment, by the Rev. 
President Kirkland, from Job xiv. 
19. “ Thou destroyest the hope of 
Man.” ‘Harvard, 1800. 


At New-Marlborough, (Mass.) 
after a short illness, the Rev. 
NATHANIEL TuRNER, pastor of 
a church in that town. 

At Canajohary, (N. Y.) Rev. Jo- 
HANN D, Gross, D. D. He was, for 
several years, pastor of the Dutch 
veformed Church, in the city of N. 
York, and Professor of Moral Phi- 
popy and Logic in Columbia 
Co cee 
~ At Hartwell’s Inn, on the green 
mountains, (Vt.) on the 10th ult. the 
Rev. JosEPH BuCKMINSTER, D. D. 
the much beloved and worthy pastor 
of a church in Portsmouth (N. H.), 
and father of the Rev. J. S. Buck- 
minister of Boston, who had died 
the preceding day. His remains 
were carried to Bennington, and 
there interred with every mark of 


Obituary. 








[Juxy, 


respect. He was on a’ journey te 
the Spring, for his health. Yale, 1770, 


In England, Joun Horn Tooke, 
the celebrated Philologist, and 
Grammarian. 


At Wilmington, (Dei) the Hon. 
GuNNING BEpForRp, Judge of the 
District Court of the District of 
Delaware, and one of the framers 
of the Constitution of the U.S, 


In England, the Rt. Hon.Spry- 
CER PERCIVAL, Prime Minister 
of Great Britain, aged 49. He was 
assassinated, in the lobby of the 
House of Commons, on the 12th of 
May. He was Attorney General of 
England from 1802, till he received 
the seals) He left a wife and 12 
children, for whom Parliament have 
honorably and liberally provided 
a grant of £ 50,000 sterling to his 
family, and £ 2000 per ann. to his 
widow. 


At New Haven, on the 20th ult. af- 
ter a short illness, Mr. Miiis Day, 
senior Tutor in Yale College, aged 
28. Yale, 1803. 

At Bolton, June 27th, the Rev. 
GEORGE CoLTOoNn, aged 76, pastor 
of the church of Christ in that 
town. He has bequeathed his estate, 
at the decease of his widow, to the 
Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
Yale, 1756. 

At the great falls of Passaic 
River, (N. J.) Mrs. Saran, the 
wife of the Rev. Hooper Cum- 
MING of Newark. 


Mr. Cumming had preached at 
Patterson, whither his wife had 
accompanied him. Curiosity led 
them to visit the falls, before 
their return, on the following morn- 
ing. They ascended the precipice, 
and +while viewing the majestic 
scene, Mr. Cumming’s attention 
was diverted, for a moment, from 
his wife, who stood by his side. 1 
turned to address her, when, to his 
unspeakable grief and astonish- 
ment, he perceived she had fallen 
from the giddy height, and was 
overwhelmed in the raging fi 
low. Her body has since been found 
and followed to the grave by 4 
numerous concourse who bewaule 
her untimely death. 


